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Bacon, eggs and biking on the menu 
for Faringdon Men's Breakfast 



One year on... 

Flood victims recall their months of disruption 



NOW in its 10th year, a Christian Men's 
Breakfast in Faringdon celebrated with a special 
Bikers' event in June. 

Organiser, N ick Liddiard, described the event as 
a roaring success, with 32 men dragging 
themselves out of bed on a Saturday for the 
8.30am start. 

A hearty serving of bacon and eggs at the 
Faringdon Family Centre kicked off the morning, 
and everyone agreed it was worth the early start 
to hear the presentation by Nick Ruskin of the 
Christian Motorcycle Association and his two 
colleagues, one of whom gave a moving testimony 
of how becoming a Christian had turned his life 
around. 



The three men had biked to Faringdon from 
Bristol, and were pleased, later, to join 10 of the 
regular members for a ride out to Stratford upon 
Avon. After much v bike chatter' and cups of tea, 
the wanderers returned for a tea-time barbecue. 

Nick said the breakfasts, on the first Saturday 
of each month, were started by Faringdon Baptist 
Church but have become popular with men from 
all of the local churches over the years. 

As well as including a speaker on a topic of 
local interest, the ride outs have also become a 
regular feature since some of the members 
realised a common love for bikes. 

Call 01367 243455, or 07753 186720 for 
more information. 



MANY people whose homes were damaged by 
flooding in July last year are only just returning 
to their homes, the Door reports. 

Properties along the Thames and its 
tributaries, and many smaller brooks and 
streams were badly hit by rapidly rising water 
levels last summer, causing widespread 
disruption. 

Hundreds of people were evacuated as their 
homes and businesses flooded, while some 
churches in Berkshire and Oxfordshire were 
forced to move their services to alternative 
locations, and hastily re-arrange weddings to 
drier areas of their benefices. 

Clergy and parishioners from across the 
diocese showed great support by donating 
thousands of pounds to a Flood Appeal Fund 
launched by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, after he visited some of the worst 
hit areas. 

Bishop John said: ‘The church is in the heart 
of every community and dedicated to its well- 
being.’ 

Pensioner, June Penman, of Abingdon, was 
was one of more than 50 people who received a 
grant from the fund after losing all her winter 
clothes in the floods. 

She says: ‘I was very grateful because I lost 
everything. I had only just moved in to my 
bungalow and all my belongings were still in 
boxes on the floor. 

The bungalows have been re-fitted now, but 
the personal items are irreplaceable.’ 

Mrs Penman was one of nine ladies from the 
complex to be offered temporary 
accommodation in the White Hart in Dorchester 
on Thames - a stay that lasted almost a year. She 
described the welcome of the hotel’s staff and the 



people of Dorchester as wonderful. 

Julie Lawrence in Oxford received a grant 
from the the Flood Fund after her home was 
badly damaged. She said the money had been 
helpful in replacing some of her lost belongings, 
but she voiced the fears of many when she said: 
‘I live in fear of it happening again.’ 

The small community of Bucklebury in 
Berkshire was badly hit when the River Pang 
burst its banks to flow through 23 of the 25 
houses, and the 11th century church, to a depth 
of around two feet. 

Churchwarden, John Tennant, said: ‘By the 
end of August everyone should have returned to 
their homes. In some ways the disaster has 
brought us closer as a community and it has 
been good to see how we can work together and 
not sit back and blame someone else.’ 

In Burford, the Revd Richard Coombs also 
praised the village’s community spirit during the 
floods as ‘amazing’. Some homes in the village 
were evacuated and water caused thousands of 
pounds of damage to the church. But normal 
services have now resumed. 

In Witney, where tragically last month a 
teenager lost his life during more torrential rains, 
the Revd Andrew Sweeney said the church 
would continue to support the boy’s family in 
their grief. He was grateful that flooding to 
homes and businesses in the townlast year had 
not been repeated. 

If you have been affected by flooding, grants 
are still available, though the fund is now closed 
for donations. Application forms (to be 
countersigned by local clergy) are available from 
the Bishop of Oxford’s chaplain at Church 
House on 01865 208200, or see our website, 
www.oxford.anglican.org/floods 
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In brief 



Door remains open 



Spencer’s generosity to 
church remembered 




FIFTY years after artist Stanley Spencer 
(above) staged a 'small exhibition 7 of his 
paintings to raise funds for a new church hall 
in Cookham, the village has remembered its 
famous parishioner's gesture with a special 
event at the now permanent Stanley Spencer 
Gallery. 

Chrissy Rosenthal said: 'The first exhibition 
was far more successful than Spencer ever 
anticipated; people came in their thousands 
and raised lots of money for the appeal. The 
hall, which was home to the Youth Club, 
Sunday School and parish meetings, has since 
been demolished. 7 



Queen’s Award for Base 33 

THE prestigious Queen's Award for Voluntary 
Service 2008 has been awarded to The Witney 
Ecumenical Youth Trust, Base 33. 

Base 33 was nominated for its outstanding 
contribution to the lives of young people in the 
town and the surrounding area, particularly its 
success working with socially excluded and hard- 
to-reach teenagers. 

The Trust was set up in 1998 by the town's 
Methodist, Anglican and Congregational 
Churches Current Chair of Trustees, Richard 
Donahue, says: 'Base 33 is an example of God's 
love in action.' 



FOLLOWING discussion at the May Bishop’s 
Council, members approved proposals for the 
future of diocesan publications including The 
Door. 

It was unanimously decided to affirm the 
newspaper’s life in the Diocese and to 
support suggestions for further improving it. 
These include a ‘face-lift’, improved 
distribution and expansion of the ‘Door 
family’ to include new supplementary 
publications for outreach. 

The proposals were 
informed by independent 
market research conducted 
by Christian Research 
earlier this year. The 
company were asked to find 
out what readers do and 
don’t like about the paper in 
its current form - and what, 
if anything, would persuade 
people who don’t usually read it to change 
their minds. Alternatives to the newspaper 
format were also proposed, but readers said 
they would not welcome a move to a 
magazine. 

‘The research yielded a huge amount of 
useful information that will help us serve our 
readers better,’ said Sarah Meyrick, Director 
of Communications. 



‘We were obviously pleased that overall 
readers were so positive about the Door. For 
example, 67% of the clergy said the Door was 
“good” or “very good”, and only 6% rated it 
as “poor” or “very poor”. 

‘A number of people looked forward to 
specific features, such as “God in the life 
of...” 

At the same time there were some helpful 
pointers for improvements, such as better 
signposting to help people find 
their way around the paper, 
and more on children and 
young people. 

‘We’re grateful to everyone 
who took part in the research, 
and are now looking at how to 
refresh the Door in the light of 
the findings, encouraging even 
more readers to share the 
Good News of our faith and 
the life of the diocese through its pages.’ 

The new-look Door will be launched in the 
autumn after the appointment of a new editor 
to replace Rebecca Paveley who recently 
moved to Devon after five years in post. 

For more information on the research 
findings, see 

www.oxford.anglican.org/communication. 



For discussion 
at Synod... 

THE next phase of 
the 'Sharing Life 
Plus' consultations - 
outlining key values 
for the diocese over 
the next five years - 
will be discussed by 
Diocesan Synod 
members on 21 June 
at St Andrew's 
Church, High 

Wycombe. 

Annual reports of 
the diocesan boards 
and councils will 
also be presented at 
the meeting. 



Keeping Community alive in Warborough 



BUSINESS is booming at 
Warborough Post Office, eight 
years after it was saved from 
closure by the local church. 

Faced with a loss of premises 
the future of the branch looked 
bleak until St Laurence Church 
offered space in its church hall - 
an old toy cupboard. 

‘It’s a tiny space, just over six 
feet square,’ says PCC Treasurer 
and Sub-Postmaster, Mike 
Powell, ‘but we open three 
mornings a week for full Post 
Office services, except car tax and 
passports.’ 

Mike says: ‘It’s an arrangement 
which benefits everyone. Villagers 



get a reliable, useful service, and 
the church gets the rent for the 
hall, which keeps a roof over the 
building.’ 

Seeing, first hand, the need for 
local Post Offices, Mike urged 
parishes around the diocese to 
lobby their councillors and MPs 
to fight the closures. 

‘For some people the branch 
means the difference between 
retaining independence and 
having to rely on others.’ 

He is happy to discuss 
Warborough’s success with other 
churches considering similar 
outreach. Call 01865 858776 or 
email kelpen@btinternet.com 



Overall, readers were 
positive about the 
Door. For example, 
67% of the clergy 
said the Door was 
"good" or "very 
good" 
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Honorary Canons 

Two of the leading figures in the co- 
ordination of the link between the Oxford 
Diocese and South Africa's Kimberley and 
Kuruman (K&K) diocese, have been awarded 
the title of Honorary Canon of K&K. 

The Revd Nick Molony, link co-ordinator, 
and the Revd Canon Keith Lamdin, Clergy 
Training and Portfolio, said they were 
honoured and 'humbled' to receive the title. 

Bishop Ossie Swartz of K&K said: We 
wish, by this gesture to show our 
appreciation for your dedication to the Link 
and services rendered so unselfishly to the 
Diocese.' 

The link between the two dioceses is just 
beginning a new five-year phase. 



Celebrating midday music at 
St Mary’s Church, Slough 

St Mary's Parish Church, Slough, is 
celebrating its 1,000th lunchtime concert 
on 5 July at noon. 

The musical line-up for the special event 
includes Reading Minster Midweek Choir, 
piano duets, violin duets, readings and a 
performance by Celebration Brass. The 
Bishop of Buckingham will be there, and 
musical director, Malcolm Stowell, will 
provide organ accompaniment. 

Mr Stowell says: 'We're delighted with 
the success of these free concerts, which 
have St Mary's ringing to the sound of top 
class music each month in the midweek.' 



Missionaries and the 
mathematical arts 

Rare 17th century Chinese prints 
commissioned by Jesuit missionary, 
Ferdinand Verbiest, are on show until 7 
September at the Museum of the History 
of Science in Oxford, as part of the special 
exhibition 'Heaven on Earth: Missionaries 
and the Mathematical Arts in 17th century 
Beijing 7 . 

Verbiest was a respected astronomer, 
given charge of the Imperial Observatory in 
Beijing. The prints document the 
manufacture of astronomical instruments 
he commissioned for the top of the 
observing tower, where they remain to this 
day. There are also books and objects which 
give an insight into the early modern 
cultural exchange between Europe and 
China. 

Curator, Dr Stephen Johnston, says: 
'Whether or not you approve of the 
European missionary project, you can't help 
but respect the extraordinary will of the 
handful of Jesuits who set out to convert an 
empire of 150 million people.' 

Oxford-Bonn churches link 
still strong after 28 years 

For 28 years churches from Oxford and 
Bonn, in Germany, have been establishing a 
strong link with annual visits. 

This year it was the turn of Oxford to host 
the event, for which the theme was 
'Personal spirituality. 7 
Host organiser, David Field, said: 'In terms 
of spirit the visit went very well. It is 
amazing how spending time together over 
the years on these visits deepens how well 
you get to know your fellow Christians. 7 



Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Getting messy: a 
new kind of cnurch 

A fresh kind of church is springing up all over the country. It involves families/ food, paint, glue and lots of 
mess - and it is not on a Sunday. Rebecca Pa ve/ey explores the phenomenon. 



See us at the 
Lambeth Conference 



holysocks.co.uk 

faith on your feet 

Holy Socks 
Biblical Brollies 
Glory Golf Balls 

secure online shopping 

www.holysocks.co.uk 

01671 40 40 43 



ON a warm Saturday afternoon in a town in 
Berkshire, families are gathering in a school 
for activities, food and worship. It’s a new 
kind of church - Messy Church. Aimed at 
families who only have contact with church 
perhaps via their child’s school, or maybe 
have no contact at all, Messy Church has 
been tremendously successful in other areas 
of the country. 

The idea began in a housing estate in 
Portsmouth, and is championed by the 
children’s arm of the Bible Reading 
Fellowship. 

‘Messy’ means both physically messy - 
there are lots of craft activities on offer after 
all - and also the untidy or fuzzy edges of 
‘church’, explains Lucy Moore, one of Messy 
Church’s founders. The concept is aimed at 
people on this fuzzy or outer edge of church. 

Back in Thatcham, Berkshire, the Revd 
Pete Jarvis hopes the innovative project will 
catch on here as it has elsewhere. 

He works in St Barnabas, a church plant 
run from a primary school. The area around 
the school is one of deprivation. 

‘The area where we are working is an area 
of urban deprivation, which people don’t 
imagine exists in somewhere like Thatcham,’ 
he explained. ‘There are high numbers of one 
parent families and we were looking at how 
we could reach out and connect with these 
families. We wanted something different that 
could really engage with them.’ 

After reading the book on Portsmouth’s 
experiment with Messy Church, the ministry 
team in Thatcham decided to put the concept 
to work at St Barnabas. 

Pete said the first session, which was tied in 
with Valentine’s Day, was really intended as a 
trial but more than 40 people still turned up. 

‘The impetus to do something came 
because a number of people to do with 
school said they were interested in coming to 
church but couldn’t do Sundays because of 
family commitments. So we’ve gone for 4.30 



in the afternoon on a Saturday, a time when 
we hope families might be free to spend time 
together and eat together with us.’ 

The idea of having food together is both 
scriptural and an extremely important part of 
the process. For families who may not often 
eat together in the week, it is a chance to do 
just that, as well as to talk. The food is kept 
simple - the latest session had a seaside theme 
so hotdogs, doughnuts and choc ices were on 
offer. 

In Portsmouth, as in other Messy Churches 
around the country, families are encouraged 
to make a donation to the cost of the food. 

But Pete has decided against that. ‘We 
aren’t going to ask people to donate money, 
we see it as part of our serving the community 
and the money will come from donations 
from our congregation.’ 

This year, the project is going to run once 
every school term. ‘We were originally hoping 
for once a month but that is a bit beyond us 
at the moment, so we’ve gone for termly.’ 

He has a team of between six and ten 
people to help run the variety of craft 
activities on offer. Each session will offer 



'I am hoping to gradually draw 
in some families who come to 
see church as fun and different 
and not just sitting in a pew 
listening to the vicar../ 

Revd Pete Jarvis 



different activities for everyone, from 
toddlers to grandparents, based around the 
theme. 

Pete knows exactly where he wants to go 
with the project. ‘In the first year or so I am 
hoping to gradually draw in some families 
who come to see church as fun and different 




Getting stuck in at a Messy Church event, photo courtesy BRF 



and not just sitting in a pew listening to the 
vicar... We want to develop relationships with 
people and have spiritual conversations. We 
also hope to build it up to do it more often.’ 

But the aim of Messy Church is very 
definitely not to act as a stepping stone to 
‘Sunday’ church. 

‘I’ll be happy if people come on to Sunday 
church but I’ll be equally happy if they just 
stay with Messy Church. If that is their way 
of accessing the church, that is great and we 
will work with that. What we are about is 
bringing God to people where they are at 
now,’ he added. 

• Lucy Moore has written a book, 'Messy 
Church 7 , explaining the concept and bursting 
with ideas for churches to have a go 
themselves. It is published by brf and costs 
£8.99. 

If you or your church would be interested in 
setting up a 'Messy Church 7 for families, there 
are two workshops, called Messy fiestas, in our 
diocese this year, on Saturday 28 June at St 
James Church, Southlake, Reading, and on 
Saturday 27 September at St Matthew's 
Church, Oxford. Both ask 'What is 'Messy 
Church 7 ? Is it something my church can do? 7 . 
Contact the churches for details. 





Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. ’ 



DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 



Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 



E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 



John Radice Architect riba aabc 




The Old Post Office, Berrick Salome, 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire 0X10 6JN 
t/f: 01865 891719 www.radice.org.UK 



Cherishing and transforming churches for God 



Specialist in church work 
including conservation, 
re-ordering and alterations 



To Advertise Here Tel: 01752 225623 
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PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR. HISTORICAL. 
POETRY, SPIRITUAUSEIF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 




AUTOSAVE...OUR TEAM HAS OVER 24 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO CHURCHES AND CHARITIES 



YOU’RE ALWAYS 
IN SAFE HANDS. . 

WITH AUTOSAVE 



07 07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1 .7 CDT1 
SXI 5 DOOR 



06 56 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.9 
CDTISR1 150 PS 



SAVE £4,466 IISAVE £7,321 



NO RISK, HASSLE FREE BENEFITS... 



Choose from hundreds of new & used makes & models 
Minimum 1 2 months parts and labour warranty 
Minimum 1 2 months roadside assistance 
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FREE nationwide delivery to your door 
FREE Accident Management Scheme 
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IN THE BIBLE 
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John Baidock 



From Abi to Zipporah, from Eve to The 
Whore of Babylon, ‘Women in the Bible’ is 
the exhaustive reference book of every 
female Bible character - those you thought 
you knew and those you’ve never heard of. 
Queens and Prophetesses; prostitutes and 
traitors, mothers and murderers - the 
remarkable women and their parts in 
God’s amazing story are told here. This 
book is a must for every woman (and man) 
who wants to know the full story of God’s 
dealings with mankind. 

208 page long, A4 page size with mono 
illustrations throughout, hardback binding 
and jacket; this book is exceptional value 
at £11.99 plus £3 postage and packing. To 
order your copy return the coupon below, 
with a cheque for £14.99 made payable to 
‘RoperPenberthy Publishing Ltd’, to 
Harvest Fields, Unit 17, Churchill Business 
Park, Churchill Road, Doncaster DN1 2TF: 



Please send me a copy of ‘ Women in the Bible \ 
I enclose a cheque for £14.99 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev: 

Name: 

Addressl: 

Address 2: 

Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact Tel No: 

Email (optional): 

Offer Code: CV0708TD 

Alternatively order on-line at 
wwwHoperPenberthy.co.uk or telephone 
01302 367868 and quote offer code CV0708TD 



Advertising feature 

Good summer read 



Summertime provides a wonderful opportunity 
for catching up with reading. If you are going 
away the travelling time by rail or plane offers 
plenty of time to sit back and relax with a 
book. If you are staying at home, time in the 
garden can be well spent reading. Many 
people like to get hooked on a thriller or 
romantic novel but have you thought of using 
the time wisely with a Christian book? 

Whilst many people see summertime reading 
as possibly getting lost in a novel at the 
airport, on the plane and then the beach, there 
are all sorts of other books to get into, the 
time away offering the chance to study a little 
deeper, maybe reflect a little more without the 
distractions of normal day to day living. 

If you are into music, and who isn't?, there are 
some excellent books around on the subject. 

If you are looking for works on a specific 
composer then Grasshopper Publishing are 
offering a whole range of books looking at the 
work of major composers Charles Wesley and 
Isaac Watts are amongst those covered. Each 
one has a complimentary CD with it so you 
can play it in the car or on your earphones 
while you are reading the book. 

It's never to young to start reading and 
Christian bookshops will have a good 
selection to choose from covering everything 



from an introduction to the Bible to various life 
skills. 

The summer is also a good time to look at the 
new academic year that starts in September, 
as it does for many church organisations 
meeting up again after their summer break. 
Study and preparation at this time can lead to 
a more relaxed start to the new year. 

There is a tremendous selection available 
from your local Christian bookshop or direct 
by mail by phone or website. There are books 
for all ages from novels to study books. 
Christian bookshops do a wonderful job of 
outreach keeping all sorts of books available 
for those who are searching and maybe on 
the first steps towards a real faith, remember 
them when you are looking for your post cards 
or gifts as your custom helps to keep them 
alive and in business. 

Some readers may also be interested in 
spending the time, putting their own thoughts 
or memories to paper and start on creating a 
work of their own. It is often said that we all 
have a book within us yet very few of us 
search it out. You can prepare it yourself and 
get it printed in a local digital print shop or its 
possible to call on the help of one of this 
countries self publishing companies. 




Lou! Diary Dates 



. Sitcom covering a year in the life of a 
single mum and 12-year-old Lou. 

• The vital importance of receiving a 
Valentine’s card on the due date! 

• issues such as seeing a ‘shrink’ and 
thinking of absent fathers. 

ISBN: 9784905496-10-5 £7.99 h/b 48pp 
Find it in current Waterstones Book Quarterly 

u-sharp.com “Kidult” graphic novels 



Grasshopper Publishing 

FAVOURITE HYMNS 

Volumes I-X by Derrick Hanson 
have themes as diverse as Christmas, 

‘Our Time’, Poetry, Prayer, 

Scripture, Special Occasions, 

Charles Wesley’s hymns and the 
music of the Great Composers 
together with historical background, 
words, music, etc. - beginning with 
Isaac Watts, ‘the father of English 
hymnody’. 

Each volume has a complimentary 
CD of the chosen tunes. 

For an illustrated leaflet, please 
contact Grasshopper Publishing Ltd., Box 95, 
Liverpool L37 7WX, or Tel: 01704-874040 
or www.grasshopperpublishing.ltd.uk. 
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God in the life of. . . 



Faith is a force 
for change 
in Congo 

The Lambeth Conference this month will bring together leaders of 
the Anglican community from all over the world, among them 
Bishop Titre Ande of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Bishop Ande also spent four months in Oxford recently, as 
Missiologist in Residence with the Christian Mission Society 
(CMS), where Sally Jarman caught up with him to ask about the 
issues for the Anglican Church in Congo that he will share with the 
Conference. 



THE fact that Bishop Titre Ande finished 
secondary school, let alone studied at 
Birmingham University, is unusual for his and 
later generations in Congo, he tells me. It is 
something he is passionate about changing: 
‘Education is a priority for our country 
today, not just in the sense of memorising 
history, but in the formation of the personality 
of a person, enabling them to think critically, 
with clear vision. This has the power to 
transform our society.’ 

Spiritual training is urgently 
needed for leaders in the 
Anglican Church in Congo, says 
Bishop Ande: 

'In Aru, almost 80 per cent of 
pastors and catechists (lay 
ministers) were not able to 
finish primary education. Yet 
these are the people who are 
looking after the new 
Christians, and already training 
others/ 



In a country still reeling from the ravages of 
a bloody five-year civil war, that has been 
described as possibly the worst emergency to 
unfold in Africa in recent decades, it is to the 
Christian Church that the government has 
turned for the schooling of its people. The 
majority of schools, at least in Bishop Ande's 
own diocese of Aru in North East Congo, are 
Church run. 

Adults who were forced to leave school 
early are also being encouraged back into the 
classroom to learn basic literacy and 
numeracy skills. Chaplains work with pupils, 
young and older, offering a spiritual 
dimension to the education process. 

Spiritual training is urgently needed for 
leaders in the Anglican Church in Congo, says 
Bishop Ande: 

‘In Aru, almost 80 per cent of pastors and 
catechists (lay ministers) were not able to 
finish primary education. Yet these are the 
people who are looking after the new 



Christians, and already training others.’ 

A key element of the training should 
address the historical emphasis of local 
Christian teaching on the importance of 
getting to heaven, he believes: ‘We need to 
stress that life starts here, and that heaven is 
related to life here. People need to understand 
this because it has the power to transform 
our society.’ 

He says that people also forget the 
importance of spiritual development when 
widespread poverty means they are 
desperately searching for physical and 
material change: 

‘The Anglican Church must try to connect 
the spiritual and material, so that people will 
understand that you can't separate the two - 
material development grows out of spiritual 
growth.’ 

Although not the area most affected by 
Civil War, Aru's 20 rural parishes are still 
witnessing the legacies of the fighting. 

Tension is common in villages where young 
men, who left to be soldiers or join militia 
rebels, are now returning home to a less than 
warm reception: 

‘There are lots of problems. Often these 
young men will have been involved in the 
destruction of schools, health centres and 
houses, and the deaths of civilians, in their 
own communities. Many people have lost 
members of their family and, knowing who 
killed them, now find themselves having to 
live with the killers. 

‘The Church is involved with reconciliation 
of these divided communities, working on an 
individual pastoral level, and organising 
conferences to talk about forgiveness and how 
to move forward. Both sides are victims here, 
pushed into that situation by wider 
circumstances. There is a lot of work to do.’ 

Tribal tensions are also a feature of the 
diocese. At the Anglican theological college in 
Bunia (where Bishop Ande was principal for 
nine years before becoming Bishop in 2005) a 
different model for community life ran during 
the civil war, as a counter-cultural witness to 
the violence on the streets outside. Students 
from different tribes, with an historical 
mistrust of each other, worked and ate side- 
by-side, building trust and understanding. 

Bishop Ande explains: ‘We are a stronger 
country if our people consider themselves 




Photo courtesy of Congo Church Association 



Bishop Titre Ande 



citizens of one country, rather than 
concentrating on personal tribal identity 
which can be manipulated to turn man against 
man. 

‘The model of community at the college was 
good testimony to the possibility of a different 
reality for tribal groups; a good starting point. 
One of our aims now is to send out pastors, 
not just to their own tribal areas, but to 
others, crossing and reducing tribal barriers. 
Faith is a strong element in helping people 
realise a common humanity.’ 

As in other African countries, AIDS is 
another issue for Congo, and most districts in 
the Aru diocese run ecumenical education and 
medical programmes. The Aru Mothers' 
Union, of which Bishop Ande's wife, Maturu, 
is president, is active in this area with spiritual 

The link with Mothers' Union 
across the world (including a 
special link with the Oxford 
Diocese MU), as well as with 
organisations such as CMS 
(which has been working in 
Congo since 1896) helps the 
Anglican Church in the Congo 
to retain a global perspective, 
believes Bishop Ande - 
something he considers 
important both for strength 
and understanding of its faith. 



and material care for victims and their 
families. 

The link with Mothers’ Union across the 
world (including a special link with the 
Oxford Diocese MU), as well as with 
organisations such as CMS (which has been 
working in Congo since 1896) helps the 



Anglican Church in Congo to retain a global 
perspective, believes Bishop Ande - 
something he considers important both for 
strength and understanding of its faith. 

He considers himself lucky to have grown 
up in a Christian family which valued 
education and encouraged him to continue 
his schooling right through, eventually, to 
Birmingham University. This, he says, 
broadened his understanding of his faith 
beyond the context of his own experience to 
encompass the wider world - something 
which has shaped his ministry, since his 
ordination as a priest in 1995. 

Before becoming Bishop of Aru, he worked 
as a chaplain at a secondary school and a 
hospital. His qualifications from Birmingham 
helped the Anglican theological college in 
Bunia, where he became principal, gain 
government accredited status. 

Recently he has been pursuing greater 
understanding once more at the CMS 
Crowther Centre for Mission Education, in 
Oxford. As Missiologist in Residence, Bishop 
Ande has been researching for his PhD thesis, 
as well as helping the organisation to ‘think 
through missiological issues of the majority 
world’. 

Bishop Ande is looking forward to his first 
Lambeth Conference this month, reflecting 
that it will be an opportunity for unity and 
prayer among people who share the same 
identity, and to listen and exchange 
experiences of ministry, developing a greater 
understanding of our faith in a global 
context. 

Missiology 

explained 

MISSIOLOGY can be described as the study 
of theology and practice of Christian 
engagement with the world around, for the 
sake of the Kingdom of God. 
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Vacancies & 
Appointments 

St Mary’s Church, Bloxham 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

We seek to appoint a Director of Music who will 
develop all aspects of music in our worship, both 
the choral tradition and more contemporary 
music. He/She will have an opportunity to 
creatively enhance our rich and diverse musical 
tradition which ranges from Choral Evensong 
(BCP) to a monthly family service (CW), and youth 
music group. 

We have a three-manual Allen digital organ, a 
two-manual J.W. Walker pipe organ and a 
chamber organ 

Remuneration based on RSCM scale 
Reviewed annually, Enhanced CRB disclosure required 

Letters of application with CV and two references 
to the Revd Sarah Tillett 
St Mary’s Vicarage, Church Street, Bloxham, 
Banbury 0X1 5 4ET 
01 295 750252/stillett@btinternet.com 
Marked ‘Director of Music’ 



Fancy working in Eden? 




All Saints with St Anne and St Peter 
wish to appoint a Full Time Youth Worker 

Salary: related to qualifications and experience 
(Based on minimum start of £20k) 

• Pioneer cross-boundary working in Wycombe Town 

Centre and East Wycombe 

• Develop new and exciting ways of schools outreach 
across the key stages, especially in East Wycombe 

• Continue to build on the existing youth ministry and 

offer leadership to our volunteer workers 

• Establish an outreach ministry to Wycombe town 

centre and Micklefield and Wycombe Marsh 
(east Wycombe) 

• Engage with existing youth minister’s networking 
We are a partnership of churches within the High 

Wycombe Team Ministry 
Interested? For information pack contact: 
Mary.gurrl @ btintemet.com 
Or informal enquiries: 07745 601046 



t 



Organist and Choirmaster 
The Parish Church of 
St Peter and St Paul 
Newport Pagnell 

The parish church will shortly have a vacancy 
for an organist and choirmaster. The church 
has a long musical tradition with an 
enthusiastic robed choir who sing at both the 
morning Eucharist and Choral Evensong. 
The three manual organ was originally by 
Willis, and then enlarged by Binns; full 
details can be seen on the NPOR (N09608). 
RSCM rates will be paid, with additional 
fees for weddings, funerals and 
occasional services. 

Please apply to the Church Warden, 

Mr M. Evans, 20 Eliot Close, Newport 
Pagnell, MK16 8QS. Tel: 01908 617713. 
Email: smevans@bigfoot.com 



To advertise in The Door 
call our sales team on 
01752 225623 



People & places 



Seeing double in Leafield 




When the Revd Jane Knowles visited Leafield Arts Festival Scarecrow 
Competition this year she came face-to-face with someone she thought 
she recognised... herself. 

The winner of the competition had re-created the vicar of St Michael 
and All Angels Church, right down to her vestments and big smile. Jane 
(pictured above right) said she was flattered by the entry. 



Fond farewells as clergy move on 



EXACTLY 40 years after he was 
ordained, on Trinity Sunday, a 
‘typical Sonning Send-off’ 
heralded the retirement of Canon 
Chris Clarke as vicar of St 
Andrew’s Church. 

The congregation for Canon 
Clarke’s last parish eucharist was 
joined by parishioners from his 
former parishes in Hemsby, 
Norfolk, and in Sutton Courtenay 
and Bracknell. 

After a reception a quarter peal 
of bells was rung in honour of 
Canon and Mrs Clarke.. 

Parishioner Nicky Pryce said: 
‘Chris and Christine will be 
missed enormously and we wish 
them both a long and happy 
retirement’. 

Ordinands in Buckinghamshire 
said a fond farewell in June to the 
Revd Andrew Meynell, Director 
of Ordinands for Buckingham- 
shire, who is retiring. 



Mr Meynell was a key member 
of the Vocations and DDO Team 
for 13 years, as well as part-time 
vicar in the Princes Risborough 
Team of churches. 

Marilyn Parry Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands, said: ‘His 
clear-sighted gift of discernment 
has been matched by his gentle 
pastoral care and calm approach 
to administration.’ 

In Banbury, parishioners at St 
Mary’s Church will say goodbye 
in August to the Revd Janet 
Chapman who has been 
appointed canon liturgist at 
Birmingham Cathedral. She will 
be responsible for developing the 
worship life of the cathedral and 
for pastoral care of the cathedral 
community. 

Mrs Chapman said she and her 
family were sad to leave Banbury 
after seven years, but she felt 
called to her new role, if a little 
daunted at the prospect. 



Worship in 
the Willows 

AFTER the torrential 
downpours in early 
June, the river was 
not the only thing 
overflowing in 

Pangbourne and the 
annual Worship in 
the Willows service 
had to re-locate to St 
James-the-Last 
Church in the town. 

Worshippers still 
poured in to the 
service from many 
local churches, along 
with Scouts and other 
'uniformed groups'. 

The theme of the 
service, which was 
led by the Revd 
Andrew Mackie of St 
Mary's Church 
Purley, and the Revd 
John Foley of St 
Bernadette's Church, 
was 'One Big Family' 
reaching out to those 
who are marginalised 
by our society. 

David Bendor- 
Samuel of Prospects 
charity gave a 
thought-provoking 
talk, emphasised with 
readings from Luke’s 
Gospel and two 
dramas, including 
one by Meet Monday, 
a local group of 
people with learning 
difficulties and their 
carers. 

Songs were 

accompanied by 
Makaton signing 
ensuring that, in 
keeping with the 
theme of the service, 
all felt included. 

After the service 
everyone adjourned 
to the village hall for 
lunch. 



The Bible 
in 85 hours 

MORE * than 300 
people, including the 
Bishop of Reading, 
took part in an 85- 
hour Bible-reading 
marathon in Reading 
recently, to raise 
awareness of the need 
for better resources 
for people with 
learning difficulties to 
access the Scriptures. 

Money raised will 
help Prospects - the 
Reading-based 
charity for people 
with learning 

difficulties - develop 
better audio-Bible 
resources, among 
other projects. 

To find out more 
about the work of 
Prospects go to 
www.prospects.org.uk 




Bishop blesses children’s cross 



Children of Freeland 
C E Primary School, 
in Oxfordshire, 
welcomed Bishop 
Colin (pictured right 
with head teacher 
Helen Atkinson) to 
their school recently, 
to bless their newly 
created cross which 
hangs proudly in the 
school hall. 

The brightly 
coloured, woven cross 
is over five feet tall 
and was made by the 
children. 

The Revd David 
Tyler told the Door: 
'The children have 
done a fantastic job 
and all know exactly 
which part of the 
weaving was theirs/ 




Eco-column 



SUDDENLY, with fuel prices rocketing and 
industrial unrest among those most 
affected by the price rises, the future is 
coming to life for us. Our civilization is 
based on burning fossil fuels and suddenly 
we find that there are not enough to go 
round. At the same time, it has been 
announced that carbon dioxide levels in 
the atmosphere have reached a record high 
of 387 parts per million. Extrapolating 
from that figure, we have perhaps 23 years 
before carbon dioxide reaches levels where 
irreparable and irreversible damage will be 
done to our world by uncontrolled global 
warming. And the reaction of 
democratically elected governments? ‘If 
only the oil companies would pump more 
oil out of the ground’, and full retreat on 
congestion charges, and on virtually all 
unpopular initiatives to combat climate 
change. 

It is easy to blame governments. But, at 
least in the West, governments only reflect 
the wishes of those who vote for them. The 
truth is we dare not face up to the situation 
that we have created. ‘It won’t happen to 
us’ is the comforting thought. ‘It won’t be 
as bad as the scientists say’. 

As I write, this week’s Gospel was about 
the man trying to remove a speck of dust 
from his friend’s eye, in denial about the 
great plank sticking out of his own. There 
are we, seeing all sorts of minor wrongs in 
the world but oblivious to the planks 
which are blinding us to reality. 

Ian James is Diocesan Environment 
Adviser. 



Ancient meets modern 
in Bicester 

Ambitious plans for a £lmil lion restoration 
and restructuring of Medieval St Edburg's 
Church, Bicester, got off to a fun start in 
June with a day of activities and spectacle 
in the town's centre, including abseiling 
from the top of the church's 65ft bell 
tower. 

Launching the campaign, Canon Theresa 
Scott said: 'We'd like to see the Church 
used as a community facility and not just 
by worshippers. Our aim is to preserve this 
magnificent building for generations to 
come... yet ensure it supports the growth 
of the town and caters for 21st century 
demands.' 

As well as the unfurling of a banner from 
the bell tower by a sergeant from 
Bicester's 23 Pioneer Regiment, launch day 
included a church treasure hunt challenging 
shoppers and children to find church 
objects in the windows of 15 shops. 



Going for a song - 
hymn books on offer 

Hymn books are on offer from St John the 
Baptist Church, Kingston Bagpuize, in 
Oxfordshire.The church has recently 
purchased new hymn books and is happy to 
give away up to 100 paper-back copies of 
the 1976 full-score impression of '100 
Hymns for Today'. 

Treasurer Ian Charlton says they are in 
'pretty good condition' and he is happy to 
deliver them anywhere in the diocese that 
could offer them a good new home. Call 
Mr Charlton on 01865 820062. 
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Comment and letters 




How are we 
communicating? 

How do we communicate the message of a 
generous, selfless God in an acquisitive, 
consumer-driven culture? How do we 
communicate good news in a society where 
information is accessed through the 
distorting lens of a negative media? How do 
we communicate the living Christ in a 
culture addicted to death (causing it, 
watching it, trying desperately to avoid it)? 
How do we communicate a glorious gospel 
for the whole world when people see any 
claim to universal truth as a power-play? 

Communication is a complex business. Of 
course, we're communicating the gospel's 
good news week by week and wonderfully in 
all our churches, but most people aren't 
there. God is worshipped and the faithful 
are built up, but all those other people we'd 
love to meet are 'hanging out' somewhere 
else - the pub, gym, school gate, sports 
stadium, cinema, night club, computer 
screen. How can the Church hang out where 
they are? (See the Fresh Expressions 
website and DVDs for ideas: 
www.freshexpressions.org.uk) 

We're communicating also through our 
magazines and newsletters, and I'm grateful 
that our faithful band of editors and 
contributors - hundreds of them - are 
willing to do all that. A thousand thanks. 

But if we put our magazines alongside all 
the other material that comes through the 
door we might be a little alarmed at the 
difference in what they call 'production 
values'. 

We also communicate through the very 
paper you're reading, the Door, and I'm 
delighted we'll be developing this excellent 
newspaper to be even more effective - and 
sponsoring a number of other specialist 
productions too (details elsewhere). Well 
done to the team for all the new ideas. 

But behind all this tremendously 
important work stands another Figure, 
asking us another question. Hasn't God 
shown us that when the Word needed to be 
communicated it was best done in a Life? In 
the beginning was communication, and the 
form that communication took was the life 
of Jesus. There must be something crucial 
about that. 

It means (does it not?) that our lives are 
the best (and worst) communication we 
have to offer. We are the only bible most 
people ever read. They see our lives and 
judge the faith accordingly. What an exciting 
challenge - to realise that what we say and 
do could 'swing it' for someone watching 
how we live. It puts the details of our lives 
at the heart of communicating our faith. 

The question is - 'What is my life 
communicating?' 



Candle recycling; giving details 



Candle Recycling 

Thank you to all who responded to my letter 
(Door: May 2008). The keen-eyed ladies 
who read the newspaper started phoning me 
even before I knew myself that the letter had 
been included, eager to be shot of boxes of 
candle waste that they had been hanging 
onto for far too long. Some were kind 
enough to deliver them to my house, whilst 
others, further afield, are still waiting for me 
to come and collect. I now have three large 
dustbins full as well as a plethora of bags 
and boxes, so I will be able to make many 
more than usual this autumn. To each and 
everyone who took the trouble to call me a 
heartfelt 'thank you'. 

An added spin off has been the excuse to 
visit churches in the area which I have never 
been to before - and there are some true 
gems! 

Ginny Batchelor-Smith, Henley-on-Thames 



Details Withheld 

The annual parish meetings are over and the 
newly chosen churchwardens will soon be 
sworn in at the archdeacons' visitations. 
When the 2008/9 Diocesan Year Book is 
published in the autumn I hope that all 
churchwardens' names and contact details 
will be shown - and no “Details withheld 
(Data Protection Act)”. 

However much arms may have been twisted 
to persuade them, churchwardens have been 
proposed, seconded, and chosen at a meeting 



of parishioners, and have been sworn in as 
officers of the bishop. It seems quite wrong 
that they can then decide to withhold their 
names from a publication which facilitates 
the life of the Diocese, and I don't 
understand why they - and other parish 
officers - should wish to do so. 

While writing in this vein I would like to 
take the opportunity to acknowledge all the 
work churchwardens do - particularly during 
interregna. How blessed we are in this 
Diocese with the quality, devotion and hard 
work of our lay volunteers. 

Penny Keens, Milton Keynes 



Competition Winners 

Mrs D Worth, Faringdon; JoyTobler, High 
Wycombe; Mrs Anne Beer, Old Windsor; Mrs 
E Monaghan, Aylesbury and Mrs B Carter, 
Abingdon have won a copy of David Winter's 
book 'The Bible made clear'. 

The lucky names drawn for the winners of the 
Prince Caspian goody-bags were Dima, 
Sunningdale; Rachel Franklin, Flackwell 
Heath and Felix Hoare, Holton. The correct 
answer for the name of the lion in the Narnia 
Chronicles was, of course, Aslan. 




THIS summer, Divine Fairtrade Chocolate 
wants young people to get involved, get 
active and get one step further in changing 
the world through Fairtrade - by becoming 
Dubble Agents. 

The challenge, for those who wish to 
accept it , is to encourage friends and family 
and local shopkeepers to buy and stock more 
Fairtrade produce. 

Every Dubble Agent will receive a 
MissiomPossible pack with tips, tools and 
materials for success. See www.dubble.co.uk 
for an application form. 

Door readers (age 16 and under) can win 
free Dubble bars by telling us which annual 
TV fundraising event helped launch Dubble 
bars in 2000. 

Send your answer, with your name, 
address and age, to Door Dubble Agent 
competition, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB . The 
closing date for the competition is 1 August. 



Bible study Are you truly there in prayer? 



Acts 16: v23- 34 

One of my biggest dilemmas is being clear 
about what is God’s responsibility and what is 
ours. It reduces down to what God expects of 
us and what we can expect of him. My fear is 
that I often get the two mixed up, and I sense 
I am not the only one, so Acts 16 holds some 
real life-lessons for us all. 

At the start of the evening Paul and Silas are 
in the Philippian prison, apraying and asinging. 
If I take my stained glass spectacles off that is 
fairly arresting. For when are we most likely to 
praise and worship God? When it’s hard or 
when it’s easy? However I feel today, should I 
not lay time aside to pray and praise? But will I 
choose to be truly there? 

When asked what the biggest problem in 
prayer was, Archbishop Rowan Williams 
replied that it was not the absence of God, ‘but 
the absence of me’. Being present with the 
present God - Our responsibility. 

Then everything falls about them and the 
doors open.. ..providing a line for a catchy 
hymn... My question is, why do they stay put? 



Couldn’t they have accepted this as a 
supernatural intervention to release them? 
Hadn’t Peter been released from prison in 
Jerusalem miraculously? Could this not be 
evidence that God really does release the 

'Have we ever missed what God 
was doing because we second 
guessed it too early, going in as 
professionals who thought they 
knew because they had seen this 
before/ Chris Russell 



captives? I wonder if something like this 
happened today whether it might not begin an 
international ministry [book, dvd, cd tie-in] for 
those released. 

You can imagine the strap lines: ‘ Praising God 
brings release from chains..’ etc etc. 

But here’s the thing; Paul and Silas seem to 
know that they should stay put. Just because 
God miraculously released Peter, it doesn’t 
mean He will always do the same. Their 



responsibility is to discern in this particular 
situation how they should best react. 

This demands we are current with God - not 
living by formulas, x + y = z solutions, but 
being present with the present God. For our 
universal God always works in particular ways. 
The Spirit always has an address. 

In and around God is more reality and life 
than anywhere else. Have we ever missed what 
God was doing because we second guessed it 
too early, going in as professionals who thought 
they knew because they had seen this before? 

Paul and Silas act rightly and stay. We must 
ask where do we need to stay put, even in hard 
situations? Where is God requiring us to stay? 

Because they stay, the jailer and his family 
come to faith and the church in Philippi is born. 
That is something that only God can bring 
about, and constantly does. But he co-partners 
with those who are present with him and will 
risk discerning that he might be acting in unique 
ways in each and every situation. 

The Revd Chris Russell is the vicar of St 
Laurence , Reading 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Jonathan Baker, Principal of Pusey House, Oxford to be also Associate Clergy of St Thomas the Martyr, Oxford; Revd Duncan Barnes, Team Vicar in the Woughton LE P is to resign; Revd Alan Bradford, Curate, Countesthorpe 
with Foston in the Diocese of Leicestershire to be Associate Clergy at Warfield; Revd Nigel Bennett, Chaplain & Head of Religious Studies, Blue Coat School, Reading is to retire and given permission to officiate; Revd Carylle Deamer, 
Associate Clergy, Deanery of Burnham and Slough is given permission to officiate in the Diocese of Bath & Wells; Revd Maureen Devine, Associate Clergy, Loddon Reach Benefice is given permission to officiate; Revd Sharon Grenham- 
Toze, St Albans Diocese to be Assistant Chaplain, HMP Woodhill; Revd Colin Hartley, Curate, Christchurch & St Andrew's, Heme Bay in the Diocese of Canterbury to be Team Vicar of Burnham & Slough; Revd Jane Hemmings, 
Associate Clergy, Bishops Waltham St Peter's & Upham Blessed Mary in the Diocese of Portsmouth to be Associate Clergy, Bicester and Islip; Revd Janet Hulett, Associate Clergy, Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant & Crowell has 
retired and is given permission to officiate in the Dorchester area; Revd Rupert Jarvis to be Assistant Chaplain & Head of Religious Studies, Shiplake College, Henley; Revd John Lawrence, Chaplain, Kent & Medway N HS & Social 
Care Partnership Trust to be Lead Chaplain, Buckinghamshire Hospitals NHS Trust; Revd Sean Riordan, Assistant Chaplain, Tervuren in the Diocese of Europe to be Associate Clergy, Woodley St John the 
Evangelist; Revd Belinda Searle-Barnes, Priest in charge, Winslow with Great Horwood & Addington to be Rector of the same; Revd Beth Spence, Team Curate, Cowley has moved to Australia; Revd Michael Spence, 
Team Curate, Ccwley has moved to Australia; Revd Robert Wright, Associate Clergy, St Katherine's, North Hammersmith to be Associate Clergy, Mursley, Cheddington 
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VENICE 

A 



SlMPLON'ORIENT'EXPRESS 

Very Special Offer 




A wonderful summer holiday for clients who wish to travel aboard 
the luxurious Orient-Express train between Venice and London. 



If you have a special occasion in 2008 why not celebrate in style on the Orient-Express train? 



From the moment you board the train, you take a step back in time to a bygone era when discerning travellers sought to travel in 
elegant style — where they could rely on the highest levels of personal service, with delicious food served in a comfortable dining 
car, combined with a private sleeper cabin and civilised bar carriage where you can meet other like-minded travellers. To find 
that such travel opportunities still exist in the 21st century is remarkable — and a testament to the vision and determination of 
the Sherwood family who devoted many years, and significant sums of money, to the restoration of the original Orient-Express 
carriages. The dark brown and gold livery of the British Pullman train and the immaculate Wagons-Lits of the Continental train 
now combine to provide you with a unique and unforgettable experience. 

The journey takes you through the magnificent scenery of the Italian Dolomites and the Swiss Alps. Throughout the journey you 
will be attended by your cabin steward, and you will enjoy delicious cuisine prepared by expert chefs. 

The package includes: one night in a private cabin on the Orient-Express with all meals, private water taxi transfers on arrival and 
on departure in Venice, one flight to or from Venice, 4 nights’ accommodation with breakfast at the wonderful 4* Deluxe Hotel 
Londra Palace in a lagoon view room, a complimentary bottle of Prosecco, a ticket to the Doge’s Palace, Kirker’s unique Guide 
Notes to recommended restaurants, museums and sightseeing, and the service of the Kirker Concierge. 



2008 Travel Dates and Prices 


Venice to London 


London to Venice 


6, 13 and 20 August 


7, 14 and 21 August 


£2,240 


£2,320 



Prices are per person based double occupancy. Other hotels and single supplements available on request. 

These prices represent a saving of over £500 per person on our usual 
Orient-Express packages and include a complimentary night 

at the Londra Palace hotel 



For more information on this exceptional offer and for bookings, please contact us on 

FREEPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord and Kirker Holidays. 



ABTA NO.V6595 
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Feature 



Celebrating evangelism 



It's not often that people have to be turned away from a diocesan 
training event. But this was the case on 7 June for the Living Faith 
evangelism day, when around 750 people from parishes all across the 
diocese gathered together to learn and be encouraged in practical ways 
of developing the ministry of evangelism in their local communities. 



MISSION is finding out what God is doing 
and joining in,’ says the Archbishop of 
Canterbury; and that’s just what the people at 
the living faith conference showed they were 
willing to do. 

On a hot day in early June Christians from 
as far afield as Slough and Milton Keynes 
streamed in to the King’s Centre, in Oxford, 
to find out more about how they could help 
others to find faith, and to share their ideas 
and experiences. 

The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Reading, was one of the main forces behind 
the project, and the first speaker of the day, 
discussing ‘What evangelism is today’. 

He told the Door: ‘It is hard to put all of 
this day into a nutshell, but the main teaching 
could probably be summed up as follows: We 
give from the overflow of what we have 

'If we all did one thing that 
would make a difference, it 
might be to develop a place of 
nurture in our parish, where 
people who are open to 
exploring faith could come and 
find out more/ Bishop Stephen 



received, therefore we must be faith 
communities that are rich in prayer, joyful in 
worship and turned inside out in service. 

‘For most people, becoming a Christian is 
like a journey. Therefore, the work of 
evangelism is best understood as helping 
people make the journey. If we all did one 
thing that would make a difference, it might 
be to develop a place of nurture in our parish, 
where people who are open to exploring faith 
could come and find out more.’ 

Janet Russell, another leader of the project, 
was delighted with the response, which she 



says outstripped all hopes and expectations. 

A diocesan parish development adviser, 
Janet is passionate about helping people to 
live and share their Christianity. She explained 
the inspiration behind living faith : 

‘ living faith is for all those people who help 
others on their journey to faith and 
discipleship. It’s a celebration of the ministry 
of evangelism, and we hope those who came 
along will be encouraged and affirmed in 
what they are already doing, as well as 
inspired about future possibilities.’ 

Many people are involved in the ministry of 
evangelism every day in our diocese, Janet 
noted. Yet, while some may call themselves 
evangelists, many more define themselves by 
their special roles, whether leading or helping 
with nurture courses or holiday clubs, 
welcoming, visiting and any number of other 
ministries. 

Andrew Gear, parish development adviser 
for the Buckingham Archdeaconry, said: 
‘Archbishop Rowan’s quotation that mission 
is finding out what God is doing and joining 
in has breathed new life into my 
understanding about what the local church is 
called to be and do - to listen to God more 
attentively and look with God’s eyes at the 
people and the activities in our communities.’ 

After being welcomed to the conference by 
the Rt Revd John Pritchard, Bishop of 
Oxford, delegates joined seminars and talks 
led by Steven Croft, Archbishop’s Missioner 
and team leader of Fresh Expressions, as well 
as co-author of Emmaus; Rachel Jordan, 
Associate Mission and Evangelism Adviser for 
the Church of England and associate 
missioner with Fresh Expressions; Diocesan 
youth and children’s advisers, Ian Macdonald 
and Yvonne Morris; Janet Russell and 
Andrew Gear. 

Inspirational stories were also part of the 
event, from individuals and groups who have 
seen faith at work in their communities 
through their projects and ministries . 




‘We must be faith communities that are rich in prayer, joyful in worship and turned inside out in 
service/ Bishop Stephen tells the living faith audience. The conference was a celebration of 'all that 
people already do, and a stepping stone for future growth 7 . Photos Simon Bentley 



Janet said: ‘The vision of living faith was to 
celebrate all that people already do, and to act 
as a stepping stone for congregations in order 
to help them grow. We hope people feel 
energised by the event and ready to continue 
and encourage others to live their faith.’ 

As well as the speakers, she thanked those 
who manned a wide range of resource stalls, 
offering further ideas and information to the 
delegates. 

Co-ordinated by Jenny Corps of Christ 
Church, Abingdon, the stalls made interesting 
browsing during breaks, including 
organisations such as ReSource, working for 
the renewal of people and churches for 
mission; RE-Inspired, a Reading charitable 
trust working ecumenically to bring RE alive 
in schools; Fresh Expressions; international 
youth organisation Fusion Youth Community 
UK; Chrysalis, a ministry aimed at breaking 
down barriers and misconceptions that people 
often have about Christianity; the Bible 
Reading Fellowship (brf) and others. 




What you told us 
about the conference 



Bishop John talks with delegates 



WE asked those who took part in the living 
faith day to tell us whether they felt inspired 
to help others in their community along their 
journey in faith. 

Nina Derbe and Judith Andrews of Bodicote 
told us: ‘The day gave us the strength and 
knowledge that we could put ourselves 
forward and help with nurture groups.’ 

Also from Bodicote, Peter Titman said he 
had felt strengthened ‘to know God will be 
there for us as we talk to others about him.’ 
Sue Debling attended from St Mary’s 
Church, Bloxham. She described living faith 
as ‘Inspiring, refreshing, punchy and wow! 



Let’s go for it’. 

The Revd David Huss, curate-in-training in 
Banbury, said: ‘Bishop Stephen’s talk was 
warm, encouraging, challenging and 
energizing...’ 

For Sara and Les Underdown of Copredy, 
the event offered ‘A great sense of hope’. 

Naomi Gibson, of All Saints Church, 
Chilton, said: ‘I got so much out of the day 
and feel re-energised to think of new ways to 
spread the Gospel. ’You can read more 
delegate’s comments on the conference on the 
Oxford Diocese website 

www. oxford . anglican . org/li ving-f aith 



Where 

now? 



BISHOP Stephen says: Every parish ought to 
be developing a ministry of evangelism. It 
should be as ordinary and as essential as our 
worship. Jesus commissioned us to make 
disciples. In the Diocese of Oxford, under 
Bishop John’s leadership, we are beginning to 
focus our attention afresh in this vital 
ministry. 

‘We hope die enthusiasm at the living faith 
conference will not end there. The diocese 
wants to set up a network of living faith 
champions and evangelism enablers. Details 
about this can be found on the website or 
from Janet Russell at Church House. Further 
training events across the diocese are also 
being planned for later in the year. 

And you can still capture some of the 
energy of the conference, and share inspiration 
from around the diocese, even if you were 
unable to be there in person, thanks to a 
specially produced DVD ‘ living faith ’ 

(pictured below), priced just £2 (£2.50 with 
p&P). Contact Jane Manley on 
jane.manley@oxford.anglican.org or 01865 
208225. 
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If you would 
like to listen again 
to any of the 
day’s talks, see 
the diocesan 
website. 
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PUBLIC ADDRESS/INDUCTIVE 
LOOP INSTALLATIONS FOR 
CHURCHES 
AND VILLAGE HALLS 

New Systems or Updates (or Portable 
units) Use Professionals/Survey and 
Quotation free 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

PO Box 1, Fordingbridge 
SP6 3PQ 

Telephone: 

01725 518428 

or 07889 247960 

J 



Don't let your 
year ended 5 April 2008 



Return Tax 



your patience this year! 

Send it to a professional 

I have dealt with all forms of 
Return including clergy. 
Basic Returns from £90 

Ian E. Tomlinson LL.B F.C.A. 

I I Hitherwood 
Cranleigh GU6 8BW 

Tel: 01483 271205 

e.tomlinson@tiscali.co.uk 



TVavel Insurance 

Annual Travel Insurance 
We have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age 

Summer Special! 

Travel as many times as you like in 
a year from only £75.95 per 
person (Europe & UK) from only 
£109.95 per couple (Europe & UK). 
For worldwide travel 
please call us for a quote 



For more information and 
details please call - 

0116 272 0500 







Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A 



Feature 

Living wisely, living 

Sally Jarman looks at ways of living responsibly in today's fast-pace 



Jane Pendlenton writes: 

L iving ethically is responding to Christ’s 
call, to ‘Love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, with all our mind and with all 
our soul’, and ‘to love our neighbour as our 
self’. 

Every decision we make about our daily life 
is enlightened by these commandments. And 
our modern UK society, characterised by 
technology, general wealth, and fragmented 
community, gives us plenty of opportunities to 
make ethical decisions. At the time of Jesus, 
people did not have the option of oil based 
transport, the choice of local or air-freighted 
food, of cheap clothes or fair-trade organic 
fashion. 

We can however, find all these choices 
overwhelming at times. There are many 
questions and often a dearth of real people to 
help answer them. Should I buy an organic 



Argentinian avocado, or a conventionally 
grown local artichoke? Chip oil biodiesel or 
no car at all? How can I find someone who 
has installed a solar hot water system in their 

'In loving others, is it right to 
export energy, either in the form 
of biofuels or food, from a region 
struggling to feed itself?' 

home? Where can I recycle my tetrapaks? 

It is important to realise, though, that we do 
not have to have all the answers, or change 
everything overnight, but simply embark on 
the journey. If we ask, seek and knock, we can 
trust God will help us make the journey in a 
joyful way. 




Ethical food 



WHY is it that, on holiday, we love to poke 
around local markets, choosing from the 
fresh produce, trying free samples and 
chatting to the stallholders - yet once we’re 
home it’s back to the supermarket for an 
anonymous one-stop shop? Summer in the 
UK is the prime time to find fantastic local 
fruit and vegetables, meat, and even juices, 
cordials and wines. 

Liz Baker, who provides the catering for 
visitors and community members at The Well 
at Willen, in Buckinghamshire, says using 
local produce is definitely noticed and 
appreciated at her dinner table. The Well is 
lucky enough to have land and orchards to 
grow some of its own food, as well as looking 
to local suppliers and also nature - making 
elderberries, sloes, blackberries and rosehips 
into jam, syrup and liqueurs. 

Liz’s top tips for ethical shopping include 
making a budget and sticking to it; sharing 
deliveries or at least delivery times with 
neighbours for produce from further afield; 
and avoiding bulk buying, except for dried 
foodstuffs which will keep indefinitely. 

Diocesan Rural Officer, Glyn Evans, says 
that around 60 per cent of his family’s weekly 
shop is local produce, bought from Farmers’ 
Markets and a nearby farm shop, or grown at 
home. Accepting that not everything the 
family needs and enjoys can be produced 
locally, they then carefully source produce 
from further away, taking into account food 



miles, the local economy, fair trading, and 
environmental impact: ‘Using what we 
understand to be a farmer-friendly 
supermarket which delivers, we then shop 
online for Fairtrade items. We choose ‘green 
van time’ deliveries which group orders 
within a certain area to reduce the van’s food 
miles. 

‘Choosing to shop with definite criteria like 
this sometimes takes the logistics of a military 
operation, but it makes us appreciate much 
about where our food comes from, who 
produces it, and the effect it has on the world.’ 

Even if the thought of food sourcing as 
carefully as Glyn and Liz leaves you 
exhausted, you can go some of the way to 
reducing the environmental impact of the way 
you shop. 

Local farm shops are abundant now, and 
many stock not just their own produce, but a 
range of other locally or ethically produced 
items. Many will also deliver. For vegetable 
and other box schemes, and details of farm 
shops see the ‘Local Flavours Food &c Drink 
from Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Milton 
Keynes, and Oxfordshire’ directory, crammed 
full of local producers of everything from 
dairy to meat, vegetables, wine, chocolate and 
jam. It is available from www.local-food.net. 

For your nearest farmers’ market see 
www.tvfm.org.uk. Browse the wide range of 
Fair Trade food offered by Traidcraft - see 
www.traidcraft.co.uk. 



The question of local food is an interesting 
one. Does loving God lead us to trust in His 
provision locally for all our physical needs? 
And in loving others, is it right to export 
energy, either in the form of biofuels or food, 
from a region struggling to feed itself, to one 
that has plenty? By saving energy, through 
choosing local food, and in every other way, 
we each reduce global demand for energy and 
in this way, help to feed the hungry and give 
drink to the thirsty, wherever they may be. 

Lack of information is a big frustration, but this 
can become an opportunity to connect more with 
our neighbours and with local initiatives, asking 
questions, and sharing our solutions. 

Living an ethical and sustainable lifestyle is 
not easy, and requires effort. However, Jesus 
assures us it is a path to happiness: ‘Happy are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 



Ethical trav< 



HALF of all journeys in the UK are less 
than two miles - yet still many people hop 
into their cars for even the shortest of 
trips. Why not use the warmer months of 
summer to change some old travel habits? 

Maranda St John Nicolle, co-ordinator 
of Christian Concern for One World, 
champions the bus as an alternative, for 
both business and pleasure. 

‘I’m passionate about public transport 
and have used it, largely, to travel around 
the diocese for the past five or six years. It 
offers people the chance to maintain their 
independence, it creates community and is 
environmentally friendly.’ 

'I use the electric car for 
work, shopping, and for 
ferrying the children around. 
We plug it in each night and 
it's ready to go again the 
next morning' 

Liz Jones 

The Jones family of South Oxfordshire 
are dedicated to reducing their carbon 
footprint. Although still a two-car family, 
their ‘run-around’ is now powered by 
electricity and they are resolved, also, to 
cycle whenever possible. 

Liz Jones (pictured right with ‘Iris’ the 
car) says: ‘I use the electric car for work, 
shopping, and for ferrying the children 
around. We plug it in each night and it’s 
ready to go again the next morning. It 
travels about 30 miles before we have to 
recharge. 

‘Cycling in the summer is really 
enjoyable and a great way to get fit. I 
know if I joined a gym I wouldn’t go; I 
need a purpose and cycling gives me that.’ 

But what of those family summer trips 
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for they shall be filled.’ Everyday tasks, which 
require that extra effort, such as finding out 
where to recycle our tetrapaks, or making 
even an occasional journey by public 
transport, if done for love of God and of 
others can become for us treasure in heaven, 
and a source of joy in our lives. 

Jane Pendlenton works with the Revd Simon 
Brignall on an environmental education and 
community project called the Chiltem Gateway ; 
at Lewknor, South Oxon. Pupils and staff from 
Lewknor C of E Primary School have been 
working with the project towards their Silver 
‘Ecoschools’ award , for which they have 
designed and planted an organic kitchen garden , 
recently opened by Sandy Lane Co-op farmer 
Charles Bennett. If you would like to get 
involved , please contact Simon on 01844 281 
2671 or email simon.brignall@arocha.org 



without a car? Why not choose an 
interesting town from your local bus 
timetables, then go and explore. 

Maranda St John Nicolle says: ‘I 
would recommend some of our ordinary 
bus routes as a scenic day trip. The 59 
bus, for example, not only links Banbury 
and Oxford, but includes some of the 
most beautiful Oxfordshire villages along 
the way.’ 

National Rail often has special offers of 
two tickets for the price of one for many 
London attractions if you travel by train. 
See www.nationalrail.co.uk ‘special offers’. 

Sustrans provides a dedicated cycle route 
along quiet lanes and tracks right through 
our three counties (www.sustrans.org). 

Walkers,* whether your motivation is 
exercise, visiting churches, river walks, or 
finding a good pub, are also spoilt for 
choice. Ask your local bookshop for guides 
on local walks. Your local council website 
will also give details of amenities. 

And our waterways offer loads of fun. 
For example, www.riverthames.co.uk has 
canal and cycling holiday information. 

ClimateXChange (www.climatex.org) 
offers a range of helpful information on 
cutting our carbon footprint, including a 
section on travel - type ‘travel’ into the 
search box. 





Louise, Amelie and Natalie model eco-designs from Wallingford's Just Trading. Photo KT Bruce 



ECO-FASHION has come a long way in the 
last few years, says Elizabeth Laskar, a 
founder of the Ethical Fashion Forum. 

‘When the London Fashion Week carries 
ethical fashion lines you know you’re looking 
at a certain calibre of clothes. Lots of 
celebrities now wear it, and High Street 
chains are now embracing ethical 
manufacturing practices and selling eco 
ranges. Within the next 10 years it will be 
part of the mainstream fashion industry.’ 

To be cool, ethical and fashionable this 
summer, you could start by taking your 
unwanted clothes to charity shops or clothing 
banks at sites such as supermarkets. At least 
50 per cent of the one million tonnes of 
textiles we throw away each year are 
recyclable. 

Charities such as The Salvation Army sort 
thousands of tonnes of clothing a year, to give 
to the homeless, sell in their shops, or sell in 
developing countries. Unwearable items are 
sold to the textile recycling industry. 

Visit charity shops to buy clothes too. 
You can find some real treasures from 
designer wear to retro-fashions, and all 
your purchases benefit the charity. 

‘Swishing parties’ are also fashionable 
now, as Elizabeth Laskar explains: ‘Invite a 
group of friends to swap good quality 
clothes you don’t want anymore - giving 
away rather than throwing away. Everyone 
wins.’ 

A member of St Aldate’s Church, in 
Oxford, Elizabeth recently hosted a hugely 
popular ethical fashion women’s breakfast, 



followed in the evening by a swishing 
party, complete with fairly traded wine 
and food. 

The Ethical Fashion Forum says it 
doesn’t expect everyone to change their 
lives overnight, but asks people to 
consider the story behind the clothes 
whenever they shop. 

Cotton is a prime example. The 
conventional cotton industry is one of the 
heaviest users of pesticides in the world, 
damaging the environment and cotton 
workers’ health as well as using child labour. 
Choosing certified organic cotton makes a 
positive environmental and social impact. 

Just Trading, in High Street, Wallingford, 
Oxon, is a busy co-operative of local people 
selling a range of eco-clothing and jewellery 
(see picture) for babies to adults, as well as a 
wide variety of other fairly traded goods. 

Amanda Griffin and Jackie Morgan, two 
of the co-operative founders, say ethical 
clothing firms such as Bishopston Trading 
really make a difference to the lives of those 
who make the clothes, offering business and 
financial advice as well as their custom. 

Our models (pictured above) are wearing 
fashion lines from Bishopston, Traidcraft, 
and Frugi. 

A list of Fair Trade shops in the 
diocese can be found in the Just 
World section of the diocesan website 
www.oxford.anglican.org Check High 
Street brands , or shop online at sites 
such as www.ethicalsuperstore.com 



Eco kids competition 

THE Door has teamed up with Divine Fairtrade chocolate to encourage young people to 
think eco this summer. Younsters can join in the company's campaign, 'Mission: Possible.', to 
encourage friends, family and shopkeepers to purchase and stock more Fairtrade goods. 

As well as becoming 'Dubble Agents', Young Door readers can win free Dubble bars, by 
correctly answering our question posed on Page 7 of this issue. Turn to Page 7 to find out 
more... 




www.inf.co.uk 



Infinite Adornments 

Christian Jew£%rv 

OVVeblte 13 



A'farge range of 
jeweU^ry for All agtis 

Trade accoun ts available 
for churchesiand 



Bespoke Furniture 

For Church and home 
Sympathetic and careful design 
Finely crafted in West Dorset 

©maid Emett 

furniture designer and maker 
3 Winford Rural Workshops 
Halstock Leigh, Dorset BA22 9QX 
01935 891033 
ronald@emett.co.uk 



J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 



TPHumbert 

♦-'Auctioneers 

— LIMITED 



FINE ART & ANTIQUE AUCTIONEERS 



TOWCESTER & NORTHAMPTON 

- A family profession for over 1 7 5 years - 

Downsizing ? Moving Parish ? 

Got something to sell ? 

• Monthly Fine Art, Antiques & Collectables 
Sales (Towcester) 

• Twice Monthly General Sales (Northampton) 

• Regular Specialist Sales (Towcester) 

• Valuation, Probate, House Clearance 

• 8000 sq ft salerooms with parking 

• Fully catalogued & internet integrated sales 

• Local, National & International advertising 

• Collection & Delivery arranged 

• Entries always invited - Monday - Friday 
9am-3pm 

• Entries from our ecliastical customers 
particularly welcome 

• Call us on 01327 359595 

‘It has never been easier to sell at auction. We take 
care of everything and make sure your items is 
displayed, catalogued, advertised and sold as well 
as possible. As the Midland’s largest Auction 
House, you can be assured you’re in safe hands.’ 

If you have something to sell, call us on 
01327 359595 or 01604 712945 
Come to your local Auction House 
and sell to the world! 

www.j phumbertauctioneers.com 

The Towcester Salesrooms, Burcote Road, 
Towcester NN12 6TF 
Tel: 01327 359595 Fax: 01327 352038 
The Nothampton Salerooms, Freehold Street, 
Northampton NN2 6EW 
Tel: 01604 712945 Fax: 01604 712945 
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Lindos House, 

The Green, 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges, 

NN13 5NG, 

Approved by the Institute of Professional Will 
Writers And The Society of Will Writers 

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY (LPA) 
What is a Lasting Power of Attorney? 

The LPA is a legal document that enables a person’s trusted 
representative(s) - known as Attorney(s) - to oversee their 
finances and welfare. Dealing with money and welfare 
matters when you are incapacitated through ill health, 
accident, old age or suffering mental problems, can be 
difficult and worrying - perhaps even impossible. Although a 
friend or family member could apply to the court be 
appointed a “Deputy” to handle your affairs, this can be a 
lengthy and costly process. The simplest solution is for you 
(the Donor) to appoint one or more Attorneys to manage your 
affairs on your behalf if you become unable to do so. 

Call free for more information: 

0800 019 1434 

Alternatively: 

01280 840388 (main office) or 07895 087966 
Home visit service, 
affordable, professional and friendly 

www.buckinghamwills.co.uk 




Buckingham 

Wills 



Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 

UNLOCKING 

PEOPLE 

RELEASING 

POTENTIAL 




Gilead Foundations Charity is a drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation centre based in North 
Devon. To find out more contact us at 




Legal Services UK Limited 
protecting your assets 



Use your 

✓ Protect 

✓ Provide 
v/ Make a < 

✓ Provide 



Home visit Will writing service 

Why choose us? 

• We visit you at home, at your convenience, 
at no cost and with no obligation on you. 
Making or updating a Will can help reduce anxiety . We are members of Society of Will Writers 
and financial hardship for those left behind. . We are exp€r jenced and ethical 



With a Will you, and not the government, 
decide where your assets should go. 



vtfi to: 

four assets 
r or those you care for 
haritabie donation - tax free 
?eace of mind 



Visit www.iegalsuk.com - Contact Paul Beck 01628 777620 paul.beck@iegaisuk.com 




MUSIC 



The women behind our bishops 



Bv Sarah Mevrick 

‘HOW do you like being a bishop’s 
wife?’ people often ask Denise Inge, 
wife of the Bishop of Worcester (‘as if 
there is someone else whose wife I 
might be instead!). ‘Well’ she wants to 
reply, ‘I wouldn’t want to be any other 
bishop’s wife, but I like being married 
to this one.’ 

Mrs Inge is one of 21 
bishops’ spouses who 
have contributed to Jane 
Williams’ book entitled 
‘Marriage, Mitres and 
Being Myself’. 

Jane, herself, is 
married to the 
Archbishop of 

Canterbury (and is also a 
mother and theologian). 

It is in her travels around the Anglican 
Communion with her husband that 
she has met hundreds of other 
bishops’ wives - and a few husbands 
too. 

Her book is published to coincide 
with the Lambeth Conference and the 
spouses’ conference which runs in 
parallel, and brings together stories 



from women (mostly) around the 
world, and their reflections on the 
blessings and challenges along the 
way. 

The stories vary from an account of 
entertaining in an episcopal palace 
(‘the lady who buys all that cheese...’) 
to the hand-to-mouth struggle to 
make ends meet in a 
culture where the bishop’s 
wife is seen as the ‘mother 
of the diocese’, obliged to 
offer hospitality to all 
comers. One talks of a 
man who turned up at the 
door one day - and ended 
up staying three years. 

Two of the stories come 
from our own diocese. In 
The midst of packing boxes 
and making curtains to 
move to Oxford, Wendy Pritchard 
writes of the ‘privilege and gift’ of her 
life. Rebecca Cottrell, meanwhile, 
describes a familiar sounding day in 
the life of her household, busy as 
much with three children and her 
teaching job, as with her husband’s 
commitments. 



She sums up what many of the 
writers seem to feel: ‘Being married to 
a bishop for me hasn’t changed my 
life that much. Being married to 
Stephen has... Throughout our life we 
have travelled many different roads 
together and this is just one more.’ 
Sarah Meyrick is Communications 
Director for the Oxford Diocese 

Marriage, Mitres and Being Myself 
By Jane Williams, is published by 
SPCK, priced £7.99 

Free book offer 

Read more from Wendy Pritchard, 
Rebecca Cottrell and other bishops’ 
wives when they share their 
thoughts on the Lambeth Spouses’ 
conference next issue. 

Until then, we have five copies of 
Jane Williams’ book to give away. 
Lucky readers will be drawn from a 
hat on 1 August. Send your name 
and address to Mitre offer, The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 

OX2 ONB. 



JANE WILLIAMS 



Marriage, 

Mitres 

ex* id. Ct < -uy, Myself 




Engaging insight to the 
10 'big questions’ 

By Peter Harrison 



ISSUES related to science and religion 
have been very much in the public eye 
of late. Supporters of the recent 
Human Fertilization and Embryology 
Bill often gave the impression that 
their primary opposition came from 
religious reactionaries determined to 
hinder the progress of science. Richard 
Dawkins and his disciples have 
similarly preached the incompatibility 
of science and religion. Across the 
Atlantic, our American cousins have 
engaged in court battles (as they are 
wont to do) about whether ‘Intelligent 
Design’ is more properly science or 
religion. Much of this discussion, 
regrettably, has reinforced the 
common misconception that religion 
and science are natural enemies. 

It is refreshing in this context to read 
Keith Ward’s ‘The Big Questions in 
Science and Religion’ - a book that 
offers a considered and constructive 
view of contemporary science-religion 
relations. As the title suggests, this 
book is organized around ten ‘big 
questions’, and it unflinchingly tackles 
such topics as whether the universe has 
a purpose, whether the messiness of 
natural selection is consistent with the 



goodness of God, whether free 
choice is possible in a world 
governed by scientific laws, and 
whether science leaves room for the 
human soul. 

Few authors are better equipped 
to deal with these questions than 
Keith Ward, Regius Professor of 
Divinity Emeritus at the University 
of Oxford. Ward has long been 
interested in these issues, and is 
exceptionally well informed on 
scientific matters. 

His writing is characterized by 
theological sensitivity combined 
with philosophical competence and 
clarity. A distinctive feature of the 
approach taken in this book is the 
inclusion of a range of religious 
traditions. This broadens its scope 
beyond the more usual discussions 
of Christianity and science. 

In short, although challenging in 
places, this is an engaging, insightful 
and readable book which provides 
an excellent introduction to some 
deep and important questions. 

Peter Harrison is Andreas Idreos 
Professor of Science and Religion at 
the University of Oxford 



Strength from adversity 

Local man, David Russell, has put 
his life's adverse and painful 
experiences to good use in Uganda. 
Since childhood David, of 
Crowthorne in Berkshire, suffered 
physical and psychological problems 
that finally resulted in depression 
and the breakdown of his family 
and work life. He has since found 
peace and the strength to rebuild 
his life, with professional help and 
support from his local church, St 
Sebastian's. 

Determined that other suffering 
children should find help and 
support as early as possible, David 
founded the 'A Child Unheard' 
(ACU) organisation to establish 
centres in the UK and Uganda 'to 
provide safe havens and healing 
opportunities for young people and 
parents who have suffered 
sometimes unspeakable adversity.' 

His vision was realised this 
Easter, with the opening of the first 
ACU centre in Mityana - a 
Ugandan village supported for 
many years by St Sebastian's 
Church. 

The building was funded by David 
himself, but he has praised his local 
community for their ongoing 
support in equipping the centre, 
saying: 'The people of my church, 
the local community and beyond, 
have acted in such an amazing way 
that I now have, at my warehouse, 
such an array of donations that I 
can fill the 20ft container and also 
a 40ft container. Amazing!' 

To help fund his vision David has 
also produced a book of poetry and 
reflections, drawing on his 
experiences and feelings for subject 
matter, and making emotional 
reading. 

Published by Verite CM, ‘A Child 
Unheard’ is available via Verite CM, 
from Amazon, and from 
www.achildunheard.com 
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THE BIG QUESTIONS IN SCIENCE AND 
RELIGION 

KEITH WARD 

TEMPLETON FOUNDATION PRESS, 2008 
£9.99 
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Places to visit in the summer 



Summer's a great time when all goes well and the 
weather doesn't through up nasty surprises. The 
possibility of enjoying the great outdoors seems to 
free the spirit of most of us. 

The chance to go on short walks through the 
countryside or a stately home is always relaxing, 
taking our minds of the bustle of everyday life. In the 
summer it might not always be necessary to have all 
the investment in clothing that an around the year 
hiker does, but its always worth wearing sensible hard 
wearing shoes, something warm in case the weather 
changes and the odd snack. Most of the places you 
visit are unlikely to be far off the beaten track and as 
such there is sure to be a cafe or refreshment stall. If 
you are out walking keep an eye on the local 
churches, many open in the summertime with flower 
shows, art exhibitions and more besides. 

Most of us have a soft spot for animals and find them 
a great release for the stresses of modern life, if you 
are out with children, they certainly enjoy visiting the 
zoo, working farms and other such attractions. 

Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham you'll find 
the Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens, the subject 
of an ITV West documentary series shown in June. 
Here you'll find all manner of Animals from around the 
world. 

There are some 300 species of animals including 
some of the most endangered in the world; see the 
beautiful Sifaka lemur, the only one to be seen in the 
country and also, critically endangered, the Lac 
Alaotran Gentle lemur within the new Madagascar 
Walk-through lemur enclosure. In the recently re- 
furbished Reptile House can be seen baby Morelet’s 
crocodiles, again the only ones on public display and 
the first to be bred in the UK. Running around their 
paddock are three delightful Bactrian camels all born 
within the last two months. 




During weekends in August Birds of Prey 
Demonstrations will take place, Reptile Awareness 
Days are held every Sunday afternoon from 2 - 4pm, 
weather permitting, penguins are fed daily at 11am 
and 4pm (except Fridays) accompanied by a short 
commentary. 





Bucks County Show 

Weed on Park. Aylesbury 
Thursday 28th August 2008 



Consistently still the best one-day 
agricultural show in the country 

Lots of fun for all the family! 

Bolddog Lings Motocross Team 
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
The Sheep Show + Vintage Tractors + 

Food Hall + Livestock + Show Jumping + 

Shopping Marquee + 

Home & Garden Marquee + 

Countryside Area + 

Over 200 stands + 

FREE CAR PARKING 
TICKET HOTLINE 
0845 2305177 

Admission ADULTS £10 (pre-show £8) 

CHILDREN £6 (pre-show £5) 

OAP £8 (pre-show £7) 

GROUP £26 (2 Adults plus 2 Children pre-show £21) 



www.buckscountyshow.co.uk 



So make a visit to the Park, enjoy a train ride, a 
picnic, the adventure playground and the children’s 
farmyard. The Park is open daily from 10am, with the 
Madagascar enclosure open from approximately 
11am to 3pm. 



If it's farm animals that attract you, then you've only to 
wait until 28th August for the Bucks County Show 
held on the outskirts of Aylesbury town. It's the 141st 
such show so they must be doing something right! 




The past 6 years has seen good weather for the 
event and organisers are please to announce the 
return of cattle and sheep this year after last years 
foot and mouth outbreak. Designed to include 
something for all of the family this years show boasts 
vintage tractors, livestock, Bolddog Lings Moto Cross 
Team, the Band of the Brigade of Gurkas, Show 
Jumping and other live attractions such as a Sheep 
Show and if the weather is right Hot Air Balloons. If 
that's nor enough to tempt you along possibly the 
Food Hall, Rural Craft Marquee, Home and Garden 
Marquee and Shopping Marquee might do the trick. In 




COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

and Gardens • 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 

• SPECIAL EVENTS • 

• CHILDRENS FARMYARD* 

* ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND* 




• CAFETERIA* 

* INDOOR EXHIBITS* 

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM XOAM EXCEPT IfTH DEC 



Burford, Oxon 0X18 4JP 
Tel: (01995) 8X5006 

Mwwii OxIanJ €f CtwIterthdUB* 

www.cotswoldwiidlifepark.co.uk 



all there are over 200 trade stands that you can visit. 




Creation Theatre continue their summer season with 
a one man show at St Michael at North Gate, Oxford. 
This is a new venue for the company that specialises 
in performing Shakespeare's work. It's a highly 
appropriate choice too, for not only is the production 
based on the playwrights 'Saints and Sinners', the 
church is also home to the font where Shakespeare 
himself stood to become a Godfather. Saints and 
Sinners will be performed by Tom Peters, one of 
Creation's favourite actors who has worked alongside 
of the director Heather Davies in creating the work 
that includes characters from many of the Bard's 
plays. You might remember Tom from his performance 
as Jesus in last year's The Oxford Passion'. 

Creation say that the controversial production 



includes both best loved characters as well as lesser 
known people. It also asks the question on who is 
good and who is bad. If you know your Shakespeare 
how would you rate Hamlet, lago, the Macbeths, 

Henry V or Juliet's nurse? Are they goodies or 
baddies? The decisions made by this production may 
both surprise you and give you plenty to discuss when 
the play is over. 

Saints and Sinners promises to be an unusual and 
fascinating evening which should appeal to both the 
Shakespearian novice as well as those who know the 
works inside out. It sets out to expose and explore the 
playwright's insights into the human condition through 
some of his most memorable characters - the good, 
the bad and the downright psychotic! The production 
runs until 16th August. 

For details of church based events see the regular 
Doorpost diary section and stories throughout the 
paper. 



To Advertise 
in The Door 
Tel :0 1752225623 




iprate man snow 
with^ilftaimed actor 
Tom Peters playing 
the best of the Bard 



NE - 16 AUGUST 



INDOORS AT S i MICHAEL AT THE NORTH GATE 
CORNMARKET STREET 



01865 766266 
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For a free DVD and brochure call 



CRANMER HALL, DURHAM 



Val Strickland on 0191 334 3894 
c v,e.striekland#durham.Bc.uk 



MA in Theology and Ministry 



High quality training for clergy and lay ministers 



Listen to a sample 

www.thestorehouseuk.com 



An Ecumenical Study Centre Open to All 



Courses in: 

• Biblical Studies 

• Pastoral Care 

• New for 2008 

Fresh Expressions 



Degrees in Theology, Ministry & Ministry: 

• New for 2008 Foundation Degree in 

Ministry & Mission 

• BA/MA/PhD Degrees in 

Theology & Ministry 



farther detail* are ay alia We from: 
Westay Cottage, College Park Drive, 
Henbury Hoad, Bristol Hi 10 /QD 



Tel 0117 959 1200 
Fax 0117 9S0 1277 

admln#westay roltage bHsloLar.uk 



There will also be those who might be interested in one of the 
many distance-learning courses available today. There are 
many on offer catering for all ages and abilities. Such courses 
can help you in your private devotions and understanding of 
the Scriptures. 



www.cranmerhall.com 



f Pompey Cfeesg 



Door 



8 teaching CD’s 

OFFER PRICE £ 26 



Post Code 

Email 

Please note that orders should be despatched 
within 7 days of receipt but may take longer. 

Cornerstone Vision and Prayer for the Nations 
would like to keep in touch via post and email with 
you with news and other offers. Please tick this box 
if you do not wish to be added to our mailing list. 

Send to: All This Goodness Offer, FREEPOST 
SWB40727, Plymouth PL3 4ZZ 



Advertising Feature 



Foundations for the future 



Surname 



Address 



Deciding on full time education is a tremendously important 
choice. In many cases the subject chosen can have 
repercussions throughout life, forming for many students the 
foundations of a lifetime’s career. For a Christian of any age 
the choice of a theological, secular or social subject is likely 
to be emphasised as it will effect the student’s chosen path in 
the future. 



defining decisions. The period of careful study leading on as it 
often does to a lifetime in ministry and mission. 

There will be others who would like to understand the Bible 
better or have a real understanding of pastoral care in order 
to seek a new direction or to serve better in their current 
choice. 



A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what 
path to follow, even when inherent talents seem to make the 
choice a little more obvious. For younger Christians the path 
may have already been discussed when choosing subjects 
for ‘A’ levels but for many older Christians starting a course 
could well be a part of a change in life’s direction. It is worth 
spending time with family, friends and even the Vicar when 
making these important choices. 

Making the choice for Theology really is one of those life 



There’s also the choice of college. For many some time away 
from home at University can be a time of self-discovery and 
growing, a chance to study whilst enjoying life in a different 
city. Others may well prefer to study somewhere closer to 
home. This can be due to the commitments such as family 
responsibilities or commitments to the local church or other 
organisations. Travelling times are also quicker, a boon for 
most students. Financial considerations can also be a reason 
to study a little closer to home. 



Overview: 

Many people are unaware of what was really brought to 
them in the coming of Jesus Christ. His “free gift” to us 
of His grace, has yet to be unwrapped. The grace of 
God is ultimately a dangerous topic as many have 
abused the truth of the freedom we have in Christ and 
made it into an excuse for loose 
living. The truth remains that God’s intent is; that 
through the revelation of His goodness towards us in 
Christ, our hearts would melt and desire Him. People do 
not get free from sin, by the preaching of sin alone. It is 
the strength of knowing His grace rather, that empowers 
a believer to say no to sin. We must be delivered from 
sin consciousness and be awakened unto our right- 
standing with God. This series of teaching will open 
your heart wide to see the Father’s gift to His 
children. To listen to a sample, please go to 
www.thestorehouseuk.com 



Rod Anderson 



Rod is best known for his 
uncompromising and direct message 
of renewing the mind to God’s Word. 
His desire is to see believers released 
into the fullness of God’s plan for their 
lives. His ministry is one of developing 
an intimacy with the Father through a 
life of prayer and communion with the Holy Spirit. A 
trademark of his ministry is the humour, and clarity, with 
which the Gospel of Jesus Christ is communicated. Born 
in Southern California he has lived in Great Britain since 
1983. He came to Britain as Director of a Bible school in 
London and soon pioneered a church where he was 
Pastor for three years. He also served as European 
Director of Edwin Louis Cole Ministries. 



Please send me copy(ies) of the 8CD set All 

This Goodness at the special introductory price of just 
£26 incl P&P per set. I enclose a cheque for 

£ made payable to Cornerstone 

Vision. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Rev/Other 

First Name 



There are many excellent Colleges and Universities offering 
the conveniences student life coupled with short journey 
times home. In some cases the sea or countryside is not far 
away. 



For all the challenge of full time study should prove to be 
rewarding and fulfilling. 






Contact Val Strickland, Cranmer Hall, 3 South Bailey, Durham, DH1 3RJ 

T: c: 



www.cranmerhall.com 



Real God 
Real World 
Real Challenge 









Mission-shaped 

training 



*1 ' 



• Leadership * Practical theology 

• Preaching and communication 

• Full and part-time training for ministry 



New Modules for 2008 

* The Bible in Tomorrow's World 

Rt Revd Tom Wright, Bishop of Durham 

* Spirituality and Creativity 

Dr John Drane and Olive Fleming Drane 

* Science and Religion 

Revd Dr David Wilkinson (taught online) 



* Art and Theology 

Canon Anne Dyer 



Fresh Expressions of Church 

Revd Dr Steven Croft 



...and many more. 

Full and part-time options available 

Doctor of Ministry 

Jointly delivered with the Durham University Department 
of Theology and Religion, the DMinistry enables doctoral 
level research in Practical Theology underpinned by the 
strengths of the classic theological disciplines. The MA in 
Theology and Ministry comprises part of the taught element 
of the Doctor of Ministry programme. 



In the place where the Bible was first translated 
into English... we are translating it afresh into 
21st Century culture. 
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September 2008 



Families First- a new magazine encouraging 
strong marriages, good parenting and active faith 



®ES2UNlC^N plus 

P» 



Ha 

SUBSCRIBE 



Phone Families First on 020 7227 0620 1 o pay by credit card or 
subscribe online a twww.familiesfirstmagazine.com 



THE DOOR : JULY/AUGUST 2008 15 

News 



HEAR REINHARD 
BONNKE LIVE 
IN THE UK... 



The man who’s preaching has seen more than 44 
million Africans make decisions to follow Jesus 
Christ visits the UK this August. 

Speaking at the Rocknations Conference in 
Bradford to 2000 young people, this awesome 
event will be broadcast live on FM Radio into three 
UK cities, and around the globe on the internet. 



HEAR THESE INCREDIBLE MEETINGS LIVE ON 
RADIO WITH REINHARD BONNKE, PLUS ROCKNATIONS 
OWN STEVE GAMBILL, AND MATTHEW BARNETT FROM 
THE LA DREAM CENTRE. 

TUNE IN ON CROSS RHYTHMS PLYMOUTH 96.3FM, 

CROSS RHYTHMS TEESSIDE 107.1FM 
AND CROSS RHYTHMS CITY RADIO (STOKE-ON-TRENT) 101.8FM. 
OR WHEREVER YOU ARE ON WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/RADIO 
...AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY. IT'S RADIO NOT TO MISS! 



ROCKNATIONS 






Cathedral’s international eucharist 



Bishop Ossie Swartz of 
Kimberley and Kuruman, our 
link diocese in South Africa, will 
preach at the Diocesan Eucharist 
at Christ Church Cathedral on 
Saturday 12 July, before heading 
off to the Lambeth Conference on 
16 July. 

Bishop Ossie is one of 16 bishops 
from around the world, who will 
be staying in homes and parishes 
around our diocese for five days 
before going to Canterbury for 
the Conference. All will attend 
the Eucharist at the cathedral, 
along with their spouses and our 
own Bishops. Children from the 
C of E School at North Hinksey 
will sing at the event. 



The service, at 11am, is for all of 
us. It is our send off, both for our 
own bishops and for our visitors; 
our chance to pray with them 
before they begin their 18-day 
conference, ending on 3 August. 
There will be other opportunities 
to meet our visitors, in the 
neighbourhoods where they are 
staying. Look out for 

information locally. 

You are also invited to join the 
Mothers' Union of the Diocese at 
their summer meeting on 
Monday 14 July at 7pm in St 
James’ Parish Centre, Gerrards 
Cross. For details call Martin 
Peirce on 01993 200103. 



July TGCipG by our cookery writer Ann Way: Raspberry & Rose Petal Mousse 

This is a really pretty summer sweet that a friend gave me years ago. I hope you enjoy it as much as we do. 



Ingredients 

450g (lib) fresh raspberries 

llOg (4oz) castor sugar 

25g (loz) castor sugar for the rose petals 

juice of one lemon 

3 tbsp cold water 

0.5oz powdered gelatine 

150ml (0.75pt) double cream 

3 large egg whites 

0.5tsp essence of rose water 

several fresh rose petals - preferably scented 



Method 

Place the raspberries in saucepan with the 
castor sugar and lemon juice, over a low heat to 
dissolve the sugar and draw the juices from the 
fruit. Stir, then cover and simmer gently for 
about four minutes until the fruit is soft. 

Place the cold water in a bowl and sprinkle on 
the gelatine. Leave to stand for about three 
minutes until it becomes spongy. 

Take the saucepan from the stove and add the 
gelatine to the fruit mixture, stirring until 
thoroughly dissolved. 

Puree the mixture through a fine sieve and 



put to one side until it shows signs of setting. 

Rinse a jelly mould with cold water and place 
in the fridge. 

Beat the egg whites with the rose essence until 
stiff. Then beat the cream until it forms soft 
peaks. 

Fold both cream and egg whites into the 
raspberry puree, leaving just a little of the egg 
white to paint over the rose petals. 

Pour the mousse mixture into the cold mould 
and place in the fridge to set. Then shake the 
egg-whited rose petals in the castor sugar and 
put somewhere warm to dry off. 



Upturn mould onto pretty plate when ready to 
serve (sponging the plate first with water helps 
the mould slide easily into position). Decorate 
with a few fresh raspberries and the rose petals. 



Imogen explores her roots and her calling in Kimberley & Kuruman 



LOOKING for something to build on my experience as a Lay 
Pastoral Assistant in a London Parish, I chose a placement 
at Kimberley & Kuruman, partly because of its exotic name 
- it's known as the Green Kalahari - and partly because I 
could also explore my strong family connections in 
southern Africa. 

I saw the Kalahari, with its red dust and thorn bushes, in 
my first week: spending a few days in Kuruman, which is, in 
effect, an oasis on the edge of the desert, and the site of a 

famous 19 century mission station. But most of my time 
was spent in the city of Kimberley, the provincial capital, in 
the parish of St Augustine's, West End (pictured), where I 
was made an honorary lay minister. 

By English standards the pace of life in the parish seemed 
quite slow, but as my placement coincided with the heat of 
an African summer, that was no bad thing. I had a number 
of jobs, helping with services, the Sunday school and 
administration, but my most significant task was to restart 
the parish youth group. It was a challenge, as I have never 



considered myself a natural youth worker, but despite my 
initial misgivings it was fun, and went well. 

One of my abiding memories of K&K is the funerals - 
standing in cemeteries in the hot sun, watching the 
mourners shovelling the 
stony soil back onto the 
coffin. But another is the 
great hospitality of the 
people. They loved 
having parties, and even 
the briefest of visits did 
not seem to be regarded 
as complete unless I had 
been offered something 
to eat or drink. 



Imogen Black is a 
graduate of the 
University of Oxford. 
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Queen mary2 

CUNARD 

THE MOST FAMOUS OCF.AN UNERS IN THE WORLDS 




CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

Discover the new glories of the Transatlantic Crossing - a classic and relaxing travel experience raised to 
unprecedented heights of imagination and sophistication by Queen Mary 2 for your delight. 

Picture the scene if you will. The most magnificent resort on the planet is your home from 
home for six glorious nights of transatlantic delight. Does the idea of six nights without care appeal 
at all? What of the delicious days at sea? Wouldn't you love to find all the time in the world of new things 
you never have time for? Everyone knows Queen Mary 2 charts amazing new waters when it comes to 
mixing discovery with fun. It's all designed to make you feel special - and totally relaxed. There's no jet lag 
to get over. And no ports of call to interrupt your pleasure. Join Queen Mary 2 for six nights of unashamed 
luxury and discover how this most innovative of ships is reinventing a classic crossing. 

In a realm where culture coexists happily with casinos, clubs and cabaret, you'll find Illuminations, 
Queen Mary 2's unique planetarium at sea, plus Cunard Insights™, the most rewarding way yet devised to 
expand your horizons in the sparkling company of celebrity guests and engaging experts. At the Royal Court 
Theatre, a repertoire is created specifically for Queen Mary 2. And in our Maritime Quest you'll discover a fun 
way to interact with Cunard's fascinating heritage. Meet our most famous former guests and sample a flavour 
of life 'between decks' as the bellboys sally forth to pamper yesteryear's most privileged. 

Fancy a chance to renew and refresh? You've come to the right place. Queen Mary 2's 
Canyon Ranch SpaClub <8> offers a complete well-being menu, from manicures to makeovers, rasul to tai chi, 
in the image of America's legendary lifestyle resorts. Welcome to the pleasure dome! While the kids do their 
thing in our Play Zone, your next most taxing responsibility is to weigh up the tantalizing dining options that 

. each night crown a sparkling day. 

Join the world's greatest ocean liner and be inspired beyond your wildest dreams. 

Cunard Transatlantic 

M842N - Southampton - New York 15th November - 6 nights 
Plus one night complimentary in the New York Marriot Marquis in Times Square 
All this from an amazing £799 per person ( based on 2 sharing a inside cabin ) 
upgraded cabins and single supplements are on request. 

FREEPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in conjunctionwith Peter Goord and CUNARD 

m* «k*osr tmcm ooam m mt mwm** 



+ 
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Holidays Abroad 



Holidays at Home 






SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage near sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 
No smoking 

Sorry, no children or pets. 
Parking available 

TEL: 01202 762532 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy Cottages 

3 & 4 Star ETB Graded. 
Wheechair Access M2. 
Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure 

Tel: 01 694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

uninv. imlstetihomes. co. uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 




PILGRIMAGES 
TO ISRAEL? 

Call the experts 

ITS - Pilgrimages 

Freephone 
Tel: 0800 0181 839 
www.itstravel.co.uk 
ATOL • ABTA • IATA 




Insurance 



Hampton Manor 

Country House Hotel in the Tamar Valley 
with 4 Star guest accommodation 
Tranquil holidays - or Activity' Weeks 
with high quality accommodation and cuisine 
at outstanding value 

But words alone are inadequate to tell all - so 
please visit our website www.hamptonmanorxo.uk 
or ask for a brochure & programme of events: 
Hampton Manor, Alston, Callington, Cornwall 
PL17 8LX Tel: 01S79 3 70494 

Still spaces on our Walking Week in Sept (14th- 19th) 
Photography (Oct) or Bridge Playing (Nov) 



To advertise in 

The Door 

call 

01752 225623 



GATWICK 

3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 





Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

we have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 

Annual Travel Insurance up to 
£50 off annual policies 

(please see larger advert for details) 

For more information and 
details please call - 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



ET5 



To Advertise in 
the directory 
Telephone: 
01752 225623 




The/ Glerdyourvxe/ 



JA comfortable hotel in the j)oj>uCar 
JACum Chine area of Bournemouth . 

Near to the seafront with excellent blue flag 
beaches, bus stoy) right outside, parking, rooms 
for l, 2, 3 or 4 people, JAfT Tn-suite. Tea/ coffee 
faciCities and tv/radio in each room. 
Convenient for Bournemouth, RooCe and many 
other attractions. 'Reasonable rates. 
Telephone 01202 761607 

www.tbeglenboume.co.uk • infoMbegCenbournexo. uk 



SJrancjuil c Somerset 




Cheddar -Wells - Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749672857 



MAJESTIC YANGTZE - 14 DAYS FULLY INCLUSIVE 




A fabulous opportunity to see the most spectacular 
sights of China in a 2 week fully inclusive tour 

Start your tour in the cosmopolitan city of Shanghai, explore 
beautiful gardens and bustling local markets. 

Cruise on the Majestic Yangtze, the third longest river in the 
world. Enjoy the spectacular scenery of the Three Gorges and the 
world’s largest dam. 

See pandas playing at the Chengdu Panda Breeding Centre. 

Discover the Terracotta Warriors, this life-sized army is regarded 
as being the eighth wonder of the world. 

Finish in Beijing, enjoy a walk on the Great Wall and wander 



2 FREE NIGHTS IN BEIJING 

Book any of the advertised departures to receive 2 nights FREE in Beijing 

***Stay 16 nights for the price of 14 nights*** 

Worth over £100 per person. Terms & Conditions apply. Offer is subject to availability 

Call now to book 
0800 048 1055 




ABTA 

W7994 




through the Forbidden City. 




A great finale to a spectacular tour! 




DEPART UK ARRIVE UK 


PRICE PER PERSON 


1 6 March 29 March 


from £1,980 


04 May 17 May 


from £2,040 


08 June 21 June 


from £2,1 10 


Single Supplement for Majestic Yangtze Tour £310 


Just 3 of many departure dates in 2009 


Price Includes: International flights, transportation, taxes, current fuel 


surcharges, accommodation, all meals, entrance fees, guides and daily 


tours. Visa fees for UK passport holders are also included. 



This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Wendy Wu Tours 



+ 
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Christmas Markets on the Danube 
featuring a 6 night Danube River Cruise 

8 Days: 19 Meals: 7 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 7 Dinners 




Tour Experiences: 

Wurzburg • Rothenburg • Nuremberg • Regensburg • Passau • Wachau Valley • Vienna • Hofburg Palace • Vienna Opera House • Christmas Markets 



Prices (Twin): £985 per person 

Single Supplement: £240 per person 

Departure Date: 12th December 2008 

Optional Middle Deck Upgrades: Twin: £110 / Single £160 

We are delighted to offer you the opportunity to experience the 
magic of the Christmas markets with this exceptional tour onboard 
the wonderful M/S Amadeus Princess which cruises the River 
Danube. Enjoy the sights and spectacular scenery at a leisurely and 
relaxing pace with time for Christmas shopping and sampling the 
local food and wine. 



Visit and shop in the famous Christmas markets of 
Rothenburg, Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau and Vienna. 
Unpack once for a relaxing 6 night Danube River cruise. 
Explore Wurzburg, Germany, known as "the jewel of the Main 
River", and the lovely medieval town of Rothenburg. 

Cruise through the Wachau Valley, the most picturesque 
region of the Danube River. 

Experience an up-dose look at the historic cities that adorn 
the Danube. 



All tours are accompanied by an experienced Collette Worldwide 
Tour Manager and feature regional dining experiences and 
many meals. 

Also included with this tour is a home door to door transfer 
to London Heathrow, special sightseeing trips and excursions, 
as well as scheduled flights with a reputable airline partner. 

Exclusive Tour Highlights: 

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow, Home door 
to door transfers, Services of a Collette Tour Manager, Many Meals, 
Sightseeing and Excursions as detailed in the itinerary and Luggage 
Handling, Exceptionally low single supplement. 

For more information on this exceptional tour and for bookings, 
please contact us on 

FREEPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This tour is operated in partnership with Peter Goord and 
Collette Worldwide Holidays. 



GmuD smnsni airesi 

Awaitls AWARDS AWARDS 

200 / 2QQ <S 2 Q QS 

FINALIST FINALIST FINALIST 



ABTA NO.W050X 




Mo 



Holiday is subject to availability and advertised price subject to change. Single cabins are limited. Prices are based on 2 adults sharing a room departing London Heathrow. Prices are per person. 
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fhe Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send 
your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the September 2008 issue is 14 August. 




fties 1 OXFORD Oxfordshire 
distonc Churches Trust: Wolison 
vhdsummer Lecture 3pm at Wolfson 
CoUege. Lecture by Sir Roy Strong 
Has the Country Church a Future?’ 
iishop of Dorchester to respond, 
rhur 3 - Sat 5th BURFORD 
/Ml the World’s a Stage’ - evening of 
nusic and theatre at St John the 
iaptist Church, 7.30pm Tickets 
>1993 823788. 

: ri 4 - Sun 6 MILTON 
CEYNES VKJLAGE Flower 
"estival - All Saints Church. Fri4: 
opening with Pam Rhodes at 
7 .45pm. Sat 5: 7.45pm Concert 
vith New English Singers, Sun 6: 
Oam Festival Service 6.30pm Nick 
Jetcher Jazz Trio. Details 
17773166842. 

Sat 5 OXFORD We Will 
lemember Them: Chapel of 
lemembrance, Christ Church 11am 
ollowed by sherry in the Priory 
loom. 

Sat 5/Sun 6 FREELAND St 

vlary the Virgin Flower Festival. 

>un 10am Family Service, Flower 
"estival from 11.30am-6pm 
ollowed by Songs of Praise. All 
velcome. Details 01993 883600. 
Sat 5/Sun 6 HAWRIDGE 
^tronal Festival Sat 2-5pm, Sun 
I0.15am-5.30pm. floral 
irrangements 8t work by children. 
Sun 6 AYLESBURY Welcome 



ee what love the Father has given 
is, that we should be called 
hildren of God; and so we are. ’ 1 
ohn 3:1 

i the power of the Spirit and in union 
vith Christ, let us pray to the Father 
\ie 1 Uffington, Shellingford, 
JCoolstone and Baulking: clergy 
losanna Martin, Jim Payne; 
XM Sue Saunders. 

Wed 2 Newport Deanery Area dean 
Xrista Pumfrey; synod lay chair Rod 
hnnon; ecumenical representative 
Tike Moms; associate dergy Beverley 
lollins (Deanery Development 
hdlitator). For the work for young 
leople and the new youth services, 
■or the vacancies of Newport Pagnell, 
tie Gate Group, and Olney, for 
visdom and discernment in seeking 
lew ministers. GaterLLM Geoff 
Tonis. 

liu 3 Hanslope with 
Jastlethorpe: clergy Gary 

xclestone; LLM Eric Dod worth. 
: ri 4 Lamp: clergy Richard 
Waddell, Harold Lowndes; LLMs 
riidrew Geary, Priscilla Parry, 
JCendy Reidel. 

Sat 5 Lavendon with Cold 
frayfield, Clifton Reynes and 
Newton Blossomville: clergy 

Jhrista Pumfrey. 

Sun 6 TRINITY 7 Newport 
‘agnell with Lathburv and 
Toulsoe: clergy:Glynis Bell; LLMs 
Tervyn Evans, Colin Taylor 
Aon 7 Obey: clergy Philip Davies, 
/al Reveley; LLM Rena Partridge. 
fUe 8 Sherington with Chicheley, 
slorth Crawley, Astwood and 
Tardmead: clergy Mandy 

Tarriott; LLMs John Fielding, 
Fielding. 

Ved 9 Wallingford Deanery 
frea dean Edward Carter; synod 
ay chair Graham Goy. 



Service for Caroline Windley, new 
Area DDO & Vocational 
Development Officei; St Mary’s at 
4pm All are invited to attend. 

Sun 6 DORCHESTER St 
Birinus Pilgrimage. Walk from 
Chum Knob, Blewbury to 
Dorchester on Thames starting at 
lpm Pilgrimage service in the 
Abbey at 6.30pm followed by BBQ. 
Info 01865 340007. 

Sun 6 FLAUNDEN Got 
Talent 5 Village picnic at lpm 
followed by a Concert from 3-5pm 
at St Mary Magdalene. Details 
01442 832204. 

Tues 8 EARLEY Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship at St Nicolas, 
Earley RG6 7JN at 8pm. Speaker 
The Ven. Julian Hubbard 
(Archdeacon of Oxford)- ‘What 
sort of Ministry does the Church 
need in the next 10 years.’ 

Toes 8 OLNEY St Peter 8t St 
Paul 7pm Concert by the 
GenturyMen choir from the USA 
Tickets at door 

Sat 12 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Organ Recital at All Saints’ 12noon 
with Oliver Roberts 
Sat 12 WANTAGE 

Oxtond/Donhester Vocations 
Fellowship - Quiet Day at St Mary’s 
Convent 930am-4pm Limited 
places. £12 (bring packed lunch) 
contact Debbie Dallimore 01865 



208291. 

Sat 12 BUCKLAND Garden 
Fete at the Vicarage from 2pm 
Opened by Bill Heine. Usual stalls. 
Details 01367 870618. 

Sat 12 MILTON KEYNES 
Verdi’s ‘Requiem’ sung by the 
Canzonetta Sings in St Mary’s, 
Wavendon 7.30pm Tickets £5 
01908 582839. 

Sat 12/Sun 13 
SANDFORD-ON-THAMES 
Flower Festival 8t Fete Sat. 12- 
2pm (fete) Flower Festival both 
days 10am-6pm. 01865 777900. 
Mon 14 GERRARDS 
CROSS Mothers’ Union Summer 
meeting at St James Centre, SL9 7DJ. 
All welcome to this special meeting at 
7pm Doors open 6.30pm 
Thurs 17 NEWBURY Sung 
Eucharist at St John’s at 6pm. 
Opening Service for pilgrimage of 
Canadian Anglicans visiting the UK. 
SAT 19 ASTON CLINTON St 
Michael & All Angels. Celebrity 
Organ Recital: Revd Roy 
Woodhams 7.30pm In aid of 
Organ Restoration Appeal. Tickets 
£8/£6 on the door 
Sat 19 MARSTON atURC 
Sankey Singalong Evening. 7- 
10pm proceeds in aid of The 
Oxford & District Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. £4 on door 
01865 243361. 



Sun 20 AMERSHAM Creative, 
contemplative worship on the 3rd 
Sunday monthly. Imaginative use of 
teaching, lituigy, music St Michael 8t 
All Angels 6-7.15pm 01494 726680. 
Hies 22 BANBURY Retired 
Clergy Association : Outing to 
Broughton Castle 230pm torn; 430pm 
Evensong in St Mary’s, Broughton. 

Fri 25 FINGEST Healing 
Service with Laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am Details 01491 571231. 
AUGUST 

Sat 2 ASTON CLINTON St 

Michael & All Angels. Celebrity 
Organ Recital: Dr Emma Gibbins. 
7.30pm in aid of the Organ 
Restoration Appeal. Tickets £8/£6 
on door 

Sat 2 ASTON TIRROLD 

Painting Day: Water colour or 
other media. Anthony Wilder 
will lead a quiet day at URC 
Centre for Reflection. Lunch 
inch for £20. contact 
coordinator@reflea.freeuk.com 
Sat 12 BUCKLAND Garden 
Fete at the Vicarage from 2pm. 
Opened by Bill Heine. Usual 
stalls. Details 01367 870618. 
SUN 24 THEALE Open 
Garden at Englefield House, 2- 
5pm in aid of Motor Neurone 
Disease Association. Entry £3. 



AFTERNOON TEAS 
Henley on Thames 

Chantry House teas 2-5pm 
every Sunday and Bank 
Holiday throughout summer 
Hughenden Park Delicious 
Cream Teas, with homemade 
cakes. Sundays and Bank 
Holiday 2. 15-5. 15pm at 
Church House, Hughenden 
Park until 19 Oaobet 
Denham St Mark’s Church 
open every Sunday 
afternoon until 19 Oaober 
for teas and cakes. Contaa 
01895 833371. 

Cookham Holy Trinity 
will be offering cream teas 
8c homemade cakes on Sun 
24 8t Monday 25 August 
from 3-5pm. 

Littleworth Common St 

Anne’s Church will be 
offering cream Teas from 15 
June - 31 August on Sundays 
after 3pm. 

Penn Holy Trinity. Set in 
beautiful woodlands. 
Delicious cream teas, with 
homemade cakes. Every 
Sunday, 2.30-5pm until end 
of September 

Datchet St Laurence, 
Datchet roundabout open 



17 August from 3pm for 
church tours, cream teas, 
and Songs of Praise at 5pm 
and Sundays 24 August - 7 
September from 3-5pm 
Fri 4- Sun 6 
WINKFIELD & 

CRANBOURNE Summer 
Festival ‘Set the Imagination 
Free’ 

Fri 4 - Reception at 

Cumberland Lodge, Windsor, 
Sat 5 - Children’s Around the 
World, 8 c Old Time Music 
Hall, Chavey Down, Bam 
Dance at Cranboume; Sun 6t 
Festival Songs of Praise 10am 
at St Mary’s, Winkfield; 
6.30pm Festival Evensong at St 
Peter’s, Cranboume, Preacher : 
Dean of Christ Church, 
further details 01344 882918. 
Dorchester Abbey - 
Traditional Skills in 
Action. 23-25 August. An 
exhibition/demonstration of 
the crafts that contributed to 
the building of the Abbey . 
Modern craftspeople will 
demonstrate their skills. 
Details 01865 343164. 
Thurs 24 Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Mothers’ Union choir of the 



Diocese of Seoul, Korea 
visiting Christ Church. 6pm 
Holy Eucharist followed by 
a concert. All welcome. 

Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at 
One (Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 

Sat 12 July 11am 
Service at Christ 
Church for Lambeth 
Conference. Open to 
all. 

Cathedral Office 01865 
276155; 

Cathedral Secretary <sally - 
ann. ford@chch.ox.ac.uk>; 
website 

<www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 



Thu 10 Cholsey and Moulsford: 
clergy Andrew Petit, Valerie 
Gibbons, John Mackney. 

Fn 11 The Chum: clergy Jason St 
John Nicolle, Louise Butler; 
Anthony Lury; lay pastor Beryl Hill. 
Sat 1 2 For the Diocesan Service for 
Lambeth Conference at Christ 
Church Cathedral. Didcot All 
Saints: clergy Karen Beck, Allen 
Edwards; LLMs Nick Hards, Stuart 
Roberts; Ladygrove minister Hugh 
Boorman. For the drawing up of the 
Conventional Distria constitution. 
Didcot St Peter: clergy Edward 
Carter; Sister Patricia (Ann), James 
Baker; LLMs Fran Childs, Jenny 
Loder 

Sun 13 TRINITY 8 Sea Sunday 
- for all seafarers. All who offer an 
opportunity for spiritual 
refreshment and reflection: 
spiritual directors, retreat and 
quiet day leaders, and the places 
provided as sanctuaries of 
stillness. 

Mon 14 For the Mothers’ Union 
Event at Gerrards Cross to 
celebrate the work of bishops’ 
wives throughout the Anglican 
Communion. Harwell with 
Chilton: clergy Chris Stott; LLM 
Steve Ward; OLM-in-training 
Pam Rolls. 

Tue 15 Wallingford Team 
Ministry: clergy David Rice, 
Jeremy Goulston, Jim Spence. 
Wed 16 For the Opening of 
Lambeth Conference and the 
bishops’ retreat. 

Thu 17 Wendover Deanery 
Area dean Mark Deamley; synod 
lay chair David Perrett; associate 
clergy Kevan Royle, Norman Dick 
(also ecumenical representative). 
Fri 18 Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp: 



clergy Elizabeth Moxley. 

Sun 20 TRINITY 9 For the 
Open Service in Canterbury 
Cathedral for Lambeth 
Conference Ellesborough, The 
Kimbles and Stoke Mandeville: 
clergy Tony Willis, Jan Henderson. 
Mon 21 For children’s holiday 
activities run by churches 
throughout the diocese and we 
pray for the many leaders and 
volunteers who make this possible. 
Hie 22 Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden: 
clergy Rosie Harper, Joanna 
Gallant; LLM Patricia Neale; 
pastoral assistant Nadine Rose; 
youth worker Lizzie Williams. 
Wed 23 The Lee, Hawridge with 
Chol^sbury and St Leonards: 
clergy David Burgess, Ivor 
Cornish. 

Thu24 For the London Day 
Walk for all the bishops from 
Lambeth Palace to Whitehall. 
Little Missenden: clergy John 
Simpson; LLM Gareth Beynon. 
Fri 25 Prestwood and Great 
Hampden: clergy: Deiniol 

Hevwcxxl;LLMs Christine March, 
Audrey Hewison. 

Sal 26 Wendover and Halton: 
cleigy Mark Deamley, Em Coley, 
Bernard Roberts; LLM Ruth 
Deamley. 

Sun 27 TRINITY 10 Weston 
Turville: clergy David Wales, 
Susan Fellows. 

Mon 28 Children and young 
people of the diocese, especially 
those for whom the summer 
holiday marks a time of 
transition. 

TUe 29 Diocesan Board for Social 
Responsibility: chair Martin 

Conway; Alison Webster; Helen 
Keely, Raj Patel; Glyn Evans. 



Wed 30 William Wilberforce, 
social reformer Parents and 
Children Together: for the staff, 
the services and projects provided, 
particularly remembering the 
special demands in school 
holidays. 

Thu 31 Praise God for the bread 
given as our daily food, and for 
the Bread of Life which we receive 
at the Lord’s table. 

AUGUST Fri 1 The nearly 400 
non-parochial clergy serving the 
diocese. 

Sat 2 Those who work that others 
may take holidays. 

Sun 3 TRINITY 11 Those who 
provide pastoral care and support for 
clergy and lay workers both during 
ministry and in retirement, including 
area convenors. 

Mon 4 Honorary assistant bishops: 
Kenneth Cragg, Stephen Vemey, 
Ronald Gordon, John Bone, Keith 
Arnold, Henry Richmond, Peter 
Nott, Andrew Burnham, Bill Down, 
James Johnson, John Garton. 

The 5 Wantage Deanery Pilgrimage 
to Santiago, implementing the 
Deanery Mission Plan, Housing 
Development 

Wed 6 Area dean John Salter, synod 
lay chair Nigel Baring clergy Antonia 
Cretney (adviser on women’s 
ministry), Roger Williams (chaplain 
to the deaf). 

Thu 7 Grove: clergy John 
Robertson; LLM Sue Powditch. 

Ri 8 Hanney, Denchworth and 
East Challow: clergy Anthony Hogg. 
Sat 9 Ridgeway: clergy Alan 
Wadge; LLM Serena Gledhill. 
Sun 10 TRINITY 12 Wantage: 
clergy John Salto; George de Burgh 
Thomas, Paul Faint, Keith Kinnaird, 
Dot Morrison; pastoral assistant 
Max Kramer 



Mon 1 1 Wantage Downs: clergy Rita 
Ball, Jean Page, Sr Patricia Gordon. 
Hie 12 The Oxford Diocesan 
Guild of Church Bellringers and 
their branches in our deaneries, 
tower captains and teams. 

Wed 13 Bishop’s officers and 
advisers, diocesan advisers and their 
teams; diocesan committee chairs. 
Thu 14 Those actively supporting 
groups associated with the BSR. 
Fri 1 5 Diocesan trustees: 
administrator Caroline Dyer and 
those exercising ministry as 
trustees within the parishes. 

Sal 16 The Diocesan board of 
finance: direaor Nigel Weame; John 
Hardcastle, Helen Carter, Dee 
Skelchei; Sue Heath, Shirley 
Campbell, Natalie Golledge, Edith 
Sanchez, Beverley Jane, Pat Burton. 
Sin 17TRINTTY 13 Those serving 
on Diocesan committees: Advisory 
Committee for the Care of Churches, 
Pastoral Committee, Redundant 
Churches Uses Committee; secretary 
Mary Saunders. 

Mon 18 The Diocesan Registry: 
chancellor Rupert Bursell: registrars 
John Rees, Lucy Scott, Cordelia Hall 
Hie 19 The Diocesan Board of 
Education: director Leslie 

Stephen; assistant director 
Gordon Joyner; advisers Janet 
Bartlett, Roy Davey, Jo Fageant, 
Julie Mintem; Penny Bingham, Val 
Coombs, Liz Harrison, Christine 
Jones, Liz Manson, Tracy 
Richardson, Linzi Brigden. 

Wed 20 Those with 
examination results this summei; 
that they will have wise guidance 
8c support. Youth advisers Ian 
MacDonald and Yvonne Morris. 
Thu 21 STEM: direaor Keith 
Lamdin; staff Stephen Barber, 
Deborah Dallimore, Jeni Hobbs, 



Carolyn Main, Sheila 

Townsend, Ruth Wilson,. 

Fri 22 Parish development 
advisers: Olivia Graham, 

Andrew Gear; Janet Russell. 

Sat 23 Stewardship: adviser 
Robin Brunner-Ellis; Training: 
director of studies Keith Beech- 
Gruneberg; officer Phillip Tovey. 
Sun 24 TRINITY 14. Ministry: 
direaor of ordinands Marilyn 
Parry and area direaors Caroline 
Windley and Christine Redgrave; 
OLM officer Beren Hartless. 
Mon 25 Accredited and lay 
ministers: adviser for LLMs Joanna 
Coney, and their associations. 

Hie 26 The diocesan administration 
Rosemary Pearce (diocesan 
secretary), Dorothy Beaumont, 
Barbara Bolder; Ruth Reavley, Pam 
Rolls, Sally Wildman. 

Wed 27 Those activities and 
networks that link church with 
statutory and voluntary agencies. 
Thu 28 Effective communications 
within the diocese, and for those 
who resource links through all 
media, especially the DOOR and 
web sites, Sarah Meyrick, Phil 
Hind, Sally Jarman, Jane Manley. 
Fri 29 Those with diocesan 
responsibility for glebe and 
buildings: direaor Roger 

Harwood; Brian Howe, Tony 
Kerry, David Mitchell; Helen 
James Tim Alley, Sarah Bartlett, 
Carole Leary, Mary May. 

Sat 30 All who prepare churches 
for worship: cleaners, vergers, 
sacristans, servers, flowei 
arrangers. 

Sun 31 TRINITY 15 For prayer 
groups, for those who follow the 
Door prayer diary for all people and 
places in the diocese. 



the Door closes 






Happy 

Campers 



By Jack Phillips 
AFTER the first half of summer has been 
wasted away by exams, it seems all the more 
necessary to fill the second with something 
special and worthwhile. For the past seven 
summers, on this philosophy, I have been to 
the Scripture Union ‘Greatwood Camp’. 

Set in a beautiful valley in the Quantock 
hills, in Somerset, Greatwood is a place 
where one feels truly peaceful and separate 
from the routine predictability of daily life. 

Led by inspirational young Christians, it 
is a camp based around outdoor activities 
such as walking, biking, field games and 
more unusual activities such as fire lighting, 
axemanship and even fire-breathing! Each 
day a main meeting of the whole camp 
includes worship, a talk and prayers, before 
we split into smaller ‘thrash out groups’. 

My first camp was in the summer between 
primary and secondary school, and I have 
been every year since. I’ve now reached the 
age to take responsibility and begin serving 
as a leader on camps for younger children. 
Adults who were once my cabin leaders 
have become friends and colleagues. 

The weeks at camp have been some of the 
happiest I have ever, spent, and friendships 
have formed there that will last a lifetime. 
But more importantly, it is where my 
relationship with God originated. Each year 
I return home restored and ready for 
another year of school (or this time, A level 
results and my gap year job). 

Jack Phillips is 17 years old and lives in 
Bodicote 



The wonders 
of Creation 



Look to nature for fun and games this summer 
says Yvonne Morris 



LAZY, hazy days of summer are 
the perfect time to lie back and 
look around at the kaleidoscope 
of treasures that God has created 
in our world, from the insects that 
bustle below us, to the wonderful 
rainbow colours and shapes of 
the garden, and the cotton wool 
clouds above our heads. 

Once school’s out we have time 
to examine these wonders and get 
involved. Here are just a few ideas 
for a summer of ‘wild’ fun: 

Be a little 'shellfish' 



Think about creatures that live in 
shells, and if you go to the seaside 
see how many different types of 




What shell would you like to live in? 



shell you can find on the beach - 
of all shapes and sizes. 

If you lived in a shell, what type 
of shell would it be, and what sort 
of creature would you be? 

Design and colour your shell to 
make your creature’s perfect 
home. 

Walk the walk 

You don’t have to be at the beach 
to enjoy this game, but use the 
seaside as your inspiration. 

Challenge your friends and 
family to think of as many beach 
and sea creatures as you can, and 
about how they move around. 
Then hold races using those 
movements. You could swim like 
a fish, move sideways like a crab, 
or flap like a seagull. 

Feel the wind in your sails 

Skimming across the water, in a 
boat or on a windsurfing board, 
with sails billowing in the breeze, 
you could almost imagine you are 
flying. 

Design your own boat at home 




Get creative with a raindrop 'splatter 7 picture. 



and try some experiments to 
discover which materials are best 
to use for the hull, the mast and 
the sail: Does cork float well? 
Does a handkerchief catch the 
breeze better than paper? Would a 
drinking straw or a twig make a 
stronger mast? 

Drip drip drop... 

Unfortunately in Britain, rain is 
likely to feature - at least 
sometimes - this summer, so we 
may as well put it to use for some 
fun activities. 

When the rain stops and the 
sun comes out, get out into the 
garden as quickly as possible and 
take a close look at the raindrops 
left behind, fat and shimmering 
like tiny jewels on the flowers. 

Make a fantastic raindrop 



picture by painting a piece of 
paper with water then, use a 
paintbrush to drip or splatter 
food colourings onto the paper. 
The colours will spread and 
mingle like rain on the flowers to 
create a riot of colour.. Later, 
paint in the stalks later. 

At the close of the day 

Sunset is one of the most beautiful 
times of the day. Can you capture 
its magic on paper or on a paving 
slab (ok this with an adult), using 
chalks or pastels? 

And before you head for bed, 
make time to read the story of 
Creation. Think, what did God 
do on his day of rest? Where is 
your favourite place to rest? 
Make a note to write a poem or 
prayer about it tomorrow. 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



TO ADVERTISE CALL 01752 225623 




Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
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THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 



‘Whatever was written in former days was written 
for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope’ Romans 15:4 

ABOUT 10 years ago I managed to persuade 
the late Lord Coggan, former Archbishop of 
Canterbury and a distinguished Hebrew 
scholar, to come and speak at a Lent course in 
our rural team in Berkshire. His subject was 
‘Why Read the Old Testament?’ and he held a 
packed room in the village school spellbound 
for an hour - no mean feat for a man then 
nearer 90 than 80 years old. 

He didn’t duck any problems, either. 
Violence? Yes, the Hebrew Scriptures are full 
of it. Primitive ideas about punitive sanctions, 
slaves, women, punishment - absolutely, and 
by the bag-full. A God who appeared at times 
not just to condone but even to command 
ethnic cleansing? It could not be denied. So, if 
it was such a blood-soaked tirade, why should 
the followers of Jesus bother reading it? 

He gave us many compelling reasons. It was 
the Bible of Jesus and the early Church. These 
were the Scriptures which the apostle Paul 
said could ‘instruct us for salvation’ (2 
Timothy 3:16). These are the books that 
alongside the murder and mayhem promise a 
time when swords will be beaten into 
ploughshares and war shall be no more. Here 
we read of a Lord who is our ‘shepherd’, who 
guides us along green paths and accompanies 



us through the valley of the dark shadow. It 
was not, he pointed out, all doom and gloom, 
by any means. 

He then added two more reasons, which 
have stuck with me ever since. The first is that 
the Old Testament (or ‘Hebrew Scriptures’, as 
he preferred to call them) put the story of 
Jesus in its context. Without knowing what 
had gone before, it is hard to understand what 
the coming of the ‘Messiah’, Jesus, could have 
meant. What was it that this ‘Saviour’ would 
save us from? He didn’t simply burst into 
history unannounced; he was part of an 
unfolding drama, the story of the human 
search for God, and God’s search for us. 

The second reason was even more 
fundamental. The Old Testament is a 
remarkably honest, warts-and-all account of 
the Jewish people’s struggle to identify and 
relate to the mysterious God who had called 
them to himself. At times they got it wrong. 
Often they failed to understand or 
comprehend the wonder of his ways. Yet God 
did not abandon them, and they never ceased 
their restless search. Slowly, painfully, the 
picture clarified, from the tribal deity of the 
Judges to the magnificent God of beauty, truth 
and love revealed in the great Hebrew 
prophets. Only then, in the light of all that has 
gone before, can the Christian fully appreciate 
the glorious revelation of that same God in 
the charismatic prophet from Galilee. 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books including Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 2008 ), The Bible Made Clear 
and Espresso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008 ) 
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